
Redmond John Hamilton Smith 

( MS, DO, FRCS) 

Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon, Moorfields Eye Hospital and St Mary’s (The 
Western Ophthalmic) died of cancer on 27th January 2012 aged 89.  

He was born in Barnes in 1923 into a medical family and was educated at the Oratory 
School and St Mary’s Medical School. Whilst there he was Secretary of the Students 
Union and played rugby for the A.s and 1st XV and the !st XI cricket. He qualified in 
1946 and his introduction to ophthalmology was as House Surgeon to Williamson-
Noble, Cross and Leigh at St Mary’s.  After service in the RAMC he became a 
resident at Moorfields Eye Hospital, City Road, and later worked part-time in the 
Institute of Ophthalmology. He was appointed Consultant to The Royal Northern 
Hospital in 1954 and 3 years later to St Mary’s Eye Department which shortly 
afterwards moved to the Western Ophthalmic. In 1960 he was appointed at 
Moorfields Eye Hospital, City Road. 

Redmond Smith was an outstanding general ophthalmologist with a special interest in 
Glaucoma running a dedicated clinic at Moorfields for many years. He was an 
innovative surgeon and introduced some novel operative procedures, such as the 
injection of supra-choroidal air into the eye in retinal detachment surgery, and the 
operation of trabeculotomy by means of a nylon suture first passed along the canal of 
Schlemm and then ‘bowstringed’ into the anterior chamber (being one of the earliest 
to use an operating microscope). 

He carried out research into a number of subjects, including diabetic retinopathy (with 
Harry Keen), the minute anatomy of the Canal of Schlemm (under the guidance of 
Norman Ashton) and the natural history of neovascularisation of the iris following 
occlusion of the central retinal vein, being the first to show that the earliest 
appearance of the new vessels is on the trabecular meshwork and that these vessels 
can be made to regress by ablation of the anterior part of the retina. 

Most of his publications (including a textbook) were on glaucoma and in later years 
editorial notes on a variety of subjects during his tenure of office as editor of the 
British Journal of Ophthalmology from 1984. With Patrick Trevor Roper he 
successfully lobbied for the de-regulation of reading glasses 

He was an inspirational teacher following the technique of Sir George Pickering 
questioning dogma and ideas not based on sound logic. He also taught a multitude of 
other things based on his numerous hobbies including rug-making, cane fishing rods, 
gardening, cider presses, the cello, boat-making etc. His placid temperament and 
modesty amongst many other virtues were a great example to junior staff and 
colleagues. 

Redmond is survived by his devoted wife Stella and a loving family. He will be 
greatly missed. 

RJM 

 


