
 

 

Obituary 
 

Peter John Fenton, 23/04/1935 – 9/12/2011 

 

Peter Fenton, known to his colleagues as PF, died after a short illness on the 9
TH

 of December 

2011. He was Consultant Ophthalmologist in Portsmouth from 1971 until his retirement in 

1995, a career that spanned a period of enormous technological advancement in ophthalmic 

practice. 

 

 

After qualifying from St Thomas’ in 1959, PF was appointed house surgeon to The Eye 

Department, and this early exposure convinced him that ophthalmology was to be his career. 

Further training at St Thomas’ and Moorfields Eye Hospital culminated in his appointment to 

the Eye Department in Portsmouth. A dextrous surgeon and shrewd clinician, PF practiced 

medicine to a very high ethical standard. His knowledge and experience were greatly valued 

by his colleagues and many trainees.  And of course by innumerable patients who benefited 

from his skill and dedication to their care. 

 

He enjoyed the cut and thrust of medical politics, serving as President of the Portsmouth 

Division of the BMA (1982 - 1983).  He was also very active in hospital politics.  His time as 

Chairman of the Medical Executive Committee coincided with the introduction of the 

Thatcher health reforms which brought the Purchaser – Provider divide, Fund Holding and 

the drive for Trust status by the hospitals.  This was time of huge change and tension.  PF 

skilfully steered Portsmouth Hospitals through these choppy waters. 

 

Country pursuits provided an antidote to the stresses of consultant practice. PF was a keen 

gardener specialising in vegetables and sweet peas. He also kept bees. A stalwart supporter of 

the local hunt, he was rewarded for his pains by a blow-out fracture of his orbit when coshed 

by a hunt saboteur. 

 

The Worshipful Company of Armourers and Braziers played a very important part in his life. 

He became a Freeman in 1958 and served as Master in 1997 – 98.  He relished the traditions, 

pomp and ceremony provided by the livery companies. 

 

Above all PF will be remembered for his kindness, generosity and good humour.  He is 

survived by his wife, Amanda whom he married in 1963, his son, Nicholas and daughter, 

Vanessa. 

 

Footnote; 

 

Peter J Fenton, Former Consultant Ophthalmologist, Portsmouth, (B. 23/04/1935, Q. St 

Thomas’ Hospital 1959, D. 9/12/2011).  
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