
President’s MAA Newsletter.

November 2013

Collegiality… it’s a good word and one that I will use several times in this
newsletter since it reflects an underlying principle of our Association.

Recently the MAA held another of its popular lunchtime reunions at the
Medical Society of London - the second one this year. This time it was for medical
staff who had trained or worked at City Road before 1995 and it was followed by the
showing of Hugh Williams’s excellent DVD entitled ‘Turning a blind eye’. It was
another enjoyable event as was the earlier reunion held in June to commemorate the
closure of the High Holborn Branch of Moorfields 25 years previously. The MAA
has now organised six reunions since the autumn of 2010, all of them well-attended
since they allow old friends and colleagues to meet again and help foster a feeling of
collegiality among alumni. A spin- off from the High Holborn reunion in 2012 was
the creation of the Moorfields History Board, paid for entirely by donations from
High Holborn alumni, which will be officially unveiled on November 14th. The grant
towards expenses for holding these events benefits MAA members directly and
‘penalises’ non-members attending as they effectively pay for the drinks for the more
loyal alumni. In consequence each reunion is often followed by applications for
membership of the Association and so our numbers increase step by step; we have
now surpassed the magic figure of 200 and a new target of 250 is in our sights.

Perhaps it is worth summarizing what the MAA does at present and give
some idea of what we would like to do in the future. The reunions are an established
part of our annual calendar as is the Scientific Meeting and AGM held in early
January. At this event the MAA funds a lecture, currently known as the High
Holborn Lecture and, when the membership requests, we present our Lifetime
Achievement Award to individuals who have enhanced the name of Moorfields
worldwide. Sadly the Dinner that used to follow the Meeting and was the single
event that brought together present and past alumni (the reunions are primarily for
retired alumni) has been discontinued for reasons of finance and logistics. Its
sentiment was one of collegiality and, if it had the funds, the MAA would wish to
help to restore it.

Two years ago we opened the Moorfields Museum and the adjacent Archive
Room in the Institute of Ophthalmology. The Museum was jointly funded by the
MAA, the Moorfields Surgeons Association (MSA), the Special Trustees and the Joint
Library of Ophthalmology, but the money for the Archive Room was raised entirely



by the MAA. This Archive Room now houses archival material gathered by Richard
Keeler, our Honorary Archivist and Wendy Franks the Assistant Archivist. In it
there are portraits of internationally renowned alumni depicted by alumni and, to
those of John Lee (by Bruce Noble), Barrie Jones (by Richard Keeler) and Patrick
Trevor Roper (by David Dorrell), we have just added a remarkable portrait of Alan
Bird also painted by David Dorrell. In addition to this we plan to build up a library
of books written by alumni and signed by them and our first contribution is the
newly published ‘Good News from Switzerland’ by Peter Leaver and Richard
Keeler. Requests to alumni for copies of books they have written will be sent out
later. The MAA has already helped finance the production and sale of two of Hugh
Williams’s DVDs and, if funds allow, it would be happy to support further
publications, DVDs and videos by alumni. All this can only enhance the reputation
of Moorfields, and this is another example of collegiality.

The MAA, in its support for younger alumni, now sets aside funds for
bursaries. In 2013 three grants amounting to a total of £2000 were awarded to
Moorfields residents (details can be read in the minutes of the July meeting of the
MAA Management Committee published on the MAA website) and in time we hope
to be able to give more substantial bursaries. A grant of £1000 has also been offered
to the current residents for an annual social event involving them and perhaps their
families also - again aimed at inspiring the spirit of collegiality at an early stage.

It only remains for me to thank my fellow members of the MAA Committee,
particularly Brenda Aveyard our Administrative Secretary, for all their help this
year, to wish alumni a Happy Christmas with the hope of seeing some of them at the
AGM on January 24th 2014 and to congratulate Sir Peng Khaw on his honour, the
first ophthalmic knighthood for over twenty years.

Tim ffytche,
Honorary President.


