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“promoting educational and social activities for current and past clinical staff of Moorfields Eye Hospital” 

MOORFIELDS ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10th MARCH, 2017 

Held at the Royal Society of Medicine at 13.20 hrs. 

PRESENT: -     

Tim ffytche       -      Honorary President – in the Chair 

 

Larry Benjamin         -      Honorary President-Elect 

Michael Falcon   -      Committee Member 

Emma Jones    -      Committee Member 

Richard Keeler        -      Honorary Archivist 

Andrew Milliken   -      Committee Member 

Poornima Rai   -      Committee Member 

Geoff Rose    -      Committee Member 

Martin Watson              -      Committee Member 

 

Declan Flanagan      -      ex officio 

Gus Gazzard    -      ex officio 

David Probert   -      ex officio 

 

Mrs Susan Hoyal   -      In attendance. 

The Honorary President welcomed people to the meeting, and announced that this 

was the third AGM of the Moorfields Association.  

1.  MINUTES OF THE AGM on 11th   MARCH 2016 

The minutes of the 2nd Annual General Meeting of the MA held on the 11th March 

2016 had already been submitted to members and no amendments had been 

suggested.   
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2.  APOLOGIES Formal apologies were received from James Acheson, David Boase, 

Peter McDonnell, Ian Murdoch, Katherine Raven, and Calver Townsend. 

3.  THE HONORARY PRESIDENT’S  REPORT. 

The Honorary President reminded the audience of the mission statement of the 

Association ‘The Association will promote educational and social activities for 

current and past clinical staff of Moorfields Eye Hospital’ and restated the criteria 

for membership. The subscription was still only £25 per annum and 48p a week was 

a small price to pay for being associated with, arguably, the most famous eye 

hospital in the world. 

Sadly, he reported that three people associated with Moorfields had died within the 

past year – Rob Allchin High Holborn resident and later consultant in Sunderland 

and Hartlepool, Norma Davies an anaesthetist at Moorfields and, most recently, 

Peter Watson.  Members were reminded that Peter had received the Lifetime 

Achievement Award last year and, as well as being a founder member of the 

Moorfields Alumni Association, the forerunner of the Moorfields Association, he 

was its immediate past-president and had contributed greatly to the MA, including 

the design of the logo shown at each AGM. An obituary and details of his Memorial 

Service in Cambridge had just been published on the MA website. Members stood in 

silence for a few moments in their memory. 

Two new members of the Management Committee were recommended to 

the audience – Emma Jones who replaces Bill Aylward and Martin Watson who fills 

the gap left when Peter Leaver retired from the Committee.  The ex officio position 

of the Chief Executive Officer is now held by David Probert and a new ex officio post 

as representative for the Moorfields regional units has been created and to which 

Gus Gazzard had been appointed. The new appointments were approved by a show 

of hands. 

The Honorary President spoke of the three main objectives of the MA: information, 

education and the fostering of a ‘spirit of community’, and, as in previous years, he 

reviewed each of these components. 

Information: The Meeting was reminded that Susan Hoyal, the MA Administrative 

Secretary has a desk in the Friends of Moorfields’s  Office on Thursday and Friday 

afternoons and that the e-mail address of the Association is: mas@moorfields.nhs.uk 

and that one can access the MA website by googling  Moorfields Association: or 

through  http://www.moorfields.nhs.uk/content/moorfields-association 

http://www.moorfields.nhs.uk/content/moorfields-association
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The importance of an up-to-date mailing list for MA members is essential to enable 

the Administrative Secretary to communicate easily with individuals and with 

members of the Association in general. Much information is put onto the MA 

website, including twice-yearly newsletters, announcements of meetings, reunions, 

bursaries and obituaries.  In 2010 the website began publishing a rolling programme 

of reports from the Special Services at Moorfields and in 2016 there was an update of 

the 2010 Glaucoma report. Bruce Allan’s update of the 2010 Refractive Surgery 

Service report will appear shortly and the update on the 2011 Strabismus and 

Neurophthalmology Service will be commissioned later in the year.  

 

Education: The educational and social value of the Alumni Scientific Meeting is well 

established and the Moorfields Museum and Archive Room have great potential for 

academic research into the history of Moorfields and ophthalmology in general.  

The MA has always contributed to the John Lee Fellowship organised by the Royal 

College of Ophthalmologists. Although no candidate was appointed to it in 2016 it 

will now be known as the John Lee Academic Primer Fellowship and will continue 

to receive support for the MA. 

Bursaries are given to encourage education for and by Moorfields clinical staff and 

in 2016 over £4,000 was awarded for residents or fellows to participate in national 

and international congresses or to visit post-graduate centres. Already over £1,000 

has been awarded in 2017. The criteria for applications were listed and information 

about these bursaries is published on the MA website. In addition, this year, the MA 

has paid the congress fees for those residents and fellows (9 altogether) presenting 

papers at the Scientific Meeting . 

Social events: The fostering of a ‘spirit of community’ is an important aspect of the 

Moorfields Association. A photograph was shown of the recent Residents’ Winter 

Dinner held on February 24th 2017 at the Medical Society of London where the guest 

speaker was Nick Astbury who spoke about 200 years of prevention of blindness. 

David Probert also spoke about the hospital and paid tribute to the junior staff for all 

their support.  A photograph was then shown of the High Holborn 200th anniversary 

reunion held in December which included a symposium in which 8 speakers (all 

associated with High Holborn) gave talks about their specialties entitled ‘200 years 

of……’. A recording of the symposium was made with the plan of making an edited 

version of it available on the MA website. In 2016 the MA subsidised two 

Consultants’ Dinner, one having been postponed from the previous year.  
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4.  HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT 

Peter McDonnell being absent at a College Meeting, the annual accounts which had 

been verified by an independent check were presented by the Honorary President. 

The Moorfields Association currently holds four accounts: 

i). The General Fund which deals with the everyday running of the association. On 

1st January 2016 it stood at £38,928 and on 31st December 2016 it was £37,075.  

ii). The High Holborn Fund containing voluntary donations from High Holborn 

alumni to be used for the 200th anniversary meeting. On 1st January 2016 it stood at 

£376 and on 31st December 2016 it was reduced to £60. 

iii). The OAEE Fund which is used to support teaching and training initiatives in 

Eastern Europe and receives contributions from OAEE, a registered charity. On 1st of 

January 2016 it stood at £3,150 and this was reduced to £2,650 on December 31st 2016. 

iv). The Savings Fund is an interest bearing account put aside for future financial 

commitments. On January 1st 2016 it stood at £1,002 and, because the usual annual 

contribution of £5,000 had not been made to the John Lee Fund last year, the money 

had been put into the Savings Fund which had thus increased to £6,004 by December 

31st 2016. The total of these four funds came to £45,789 

Income for the year was £29,130. Subscriptions totalled £5,400 (cf. £5,525 in 2015) 

and these cover the administrative costs of running the Association. Receipts from 

those attending the social events (including two Consultant’s Dinners) came to 

£6,313. The private patients’ levy from Consultants raised £17,142 and the point was 

made that the main activities of the Association depended almost entirely on this 

voluntary contribution. Further income of £275 included the sale of books, ties, other 

insignia and interest on the saving account.  

Expenditure for the 2016 financial year was £27,234. Outgoings included bursaries 

totalling £3,291 (two further grants are to be paid in the current financial year). 

Administration costs were £5,500. The postponement of the 2015 Consultants’ 

Dinner to January 2016 meant that there were four social events in 2016 (Residents’ 

Winter Dinner, High Holborn Reunion symposium and two Consultants’ Dinners) 

with total expenses of £13,641.  £6,313 (46%) of these expenses was recovered from 

participants.  

The popular gift of the Arsenal season tickets (£4,000) to members of the non-

medical staff at MEH was continued and miscellaneous payments of £552 included, 

lettering for Peter Watson’s name on the Lifetime Achievement Board (£372).  
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Following the report, the Honorary President spoke briefly about plans for the 

present financial year: It was anticipated that £25,000 would be spent on MA 

activities in 2017, – over 40% of this on grants and bursaries which supported 

education for and by Moorfields alumni at all stages of their careers; 33% on social 

activities and the remainder on administration and other expenses. This should be 

balanced by the Association’s income if the two further six-monthly contributions 

from the Consultants remained at the same level.  

* In reply to a question from the floor it was estimated that about 40% of the consultants 

contributed to the ‘levy’ but that the percentage of the total possible amount that could be 

raised was greater as there were large contributions from several individuals. In the 

discussion that followed, the constant problems associated with the arduous requests for 

voluntary contributions from consultants through the private patients’ levy and the variable 

responses were again emphasised. It is to be hoped that some alternative method of funding 

the MA through money derived from private practice in the hospital can be agreed. 

 5. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT.   

Richard Keeler stated that just when he thought we had come to the end of 

cataloguing the large collection of fundus and anterior paintings which now amount 

to over 1400 items, more paintings are likely to be donated to the archive shortly. 

Amongst them are a number of animal fundi painted in the late 1940s and early 

fifties. 

During the year the archive of over 100 artefacts of the British and Irish Orthoptic 

Society has been added to the MA Collection. A number of these instruments will be 

added to the display cabinet in the Museum.  Of particular interest are items from 

Sheila Mayou’s own collection, including her notebooks.  

Personal documents and photographs belonging to Sir Stewart Duke-Elder and his 

wife Phyllis have been donated to the MA by a niece of Sir Stewart. Wendy Franks’ 

next project is to catalogue the sizeable Duke-Elder archive. 

Work is under way to catalogue the complete collection of instruments and papers 

belonging to the MA. 

* Margaret Leigh stated that letters and documents relating to her late father’s (Arthur 

George Leigh) experiences at Moorfields during World War 2 had been added to the Archives. 

6.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS. Before closing the meeting the Honorary President 

announced that after completing seven years as Honorary President (the normal 

term being only six!) he had decided to retire from this position next year. His place 
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will be taken by Larry Benjamin (a fellow Chelsea supporter) who would hold the 

title of President –Elect until he officially assumed the post at the Moorfields 

Association AGM in 2018. 

7.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS   The dates of the next Management Committee 

Meetings were Thursday, July 13th, 2017 and Thursday, October 26th, 2017. The date 

for the 2018 AGM was yet to be arranged and will be announced to members later. 

The President ended the meeting by again expressing his gratitude to Susan 

Hoyal for all the work she had carried out for the Association.  He also thanked 

Assad Choudry, our accountant who took over in January 2016, Declan Flanagan 

and James Acheson: two of our very supportive ex officio Committee members, 

Richard Keeler for all the work he does on our Archives and, finally, Peter 

McDonnell, the Honorary Treasurer. 

The Meeting closed at 13.50 hrs.  
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