
    MOORFIELDS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE MAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 24TH JANUARY 2014 

                   Held at the Institute of Child Health at 16.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: -     

Mr. Tim ffytche      -      Hon. President – in the Chair 
Mr. Peter McDonnell    -      Hon. Treasurer    
            
Mr. David Boase      -      Committee Member  
Miss Wendy Franks   -      Assistant Archivist 
Prof. David Gartry       -      Committee Member 
Mr. Richard Keeler       -      Honorary Archivist 
Mr. Peter Leaver   -      Committee Member 
Miss Christine Timms  -      Committee Member 
 
Miss Michèle Beaconsfield  -      ex officio  
Mr. Declan Flanagan     -      ex officio 
Mr. Paul Sullivan   -      ex officio 

Mrs. Brenda Aveyard   -      In attendance. 

The Honorary President opened the meeting and announced that this was the 
11th Annual General Meeting of the Association, thus completing the first decade of 
the MAA’s existence and he repeated its original mission statement reminding the 
audience of the importance that community spirit and collegiality played in its role. 
Sadly he had to report that four people closely associated with Moorfields had died 
within the past year– Rolf Blach, one-time Dean of the Institute,  Lali Moodaley, 
Robert Weale and Geoff Woodward who was a member of the MAA Management 
Committee; members stood in silence for a few moments in their memory. 

The Meeting was then reminded of the criteria for membership of the MAA 
and that the subscription remained at £25 

1.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from three members of the Committee: Mr Bill Aylward, 
Mr. Graham Duguid and Mr John Pelly, and also from Mr Bruce Noble. 
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2.  MINUTES OF THE AGM on 25TH JANUARY 2013 
The minutes of the 10th Annual General Meeting of the MAA held on the 25th 
January 2013 had already been submitted to members and in the absence of any 
suggested alterations they were approved as a correct record. 

3.  MATTERS ARISING  

(i) Management Committee Changes 
The executive officers of the Management Committee have remained unchanged 
since last year but the sad death of Professor Geoff Woodward meant that there was 
a vacancy for a representative from the Optometry Department and Michael Banes 
was duly elected.  There were no changes in the composition of the ex officio 
members of the Committee. 

(ii) Sir Edward Lewis Foundation Bursaries 
No bursaries were awarded in 2013 but the Foundation had kindly allowed the 
annual funding to be rolled over to 2014. Two Moorfields consultants, Paul Sullivan 
and Nick Strouthidis plan to visit Kiev (Ukraine) in the spring-time together with 
Irina Gout, a medical retina specialist from Ukraine who used to work at MEH, and 
they will give a series of lectures over three days. The one question-mark hanging over 
the proposed visit is an extremely volatile political situation in the country with riots 
currently occurring in several major cities. Hopefully things will have been resolved by the 
time the three intrepid travellers arrive!  

(iii) Extension of membership base. 
At last year’s AGM the suggestion was made that ophthalmic nurses should be 
allowed to join the MAA at a reduced subscription rate. Further discussions on this 
had not taken place since then and in view of the changes that were likely to involve 
the MAA (see Item 7a) the matter was deferred for consideration in the future. 

4.  MAA ACTIVITIES  

The President reminded the Meeting that the three main objectives of the MAA 
were: information, education and the fostering of a ‘spirit of community’, and, as 
in previous years, he went on to review each of these components. 

Information: The importance of an up-to-date mailing list for MAA members is 
essential to enable the Administrative Secretary to communicate easily with 
individuals and with the Association in general. Much information is put on the 
MAA website, such as newsletters, Service reports, meeting announcements, 
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reunions, bursaries and obituaries, including recent ones of Geoff Woodward and 
Lali Moodaley.  Bill Aylward has been given the task of carrying out an in-depth 
review of the way the website runs once the future course of the MAA is decided. In 
addition to the twice-yearly President’s Newsletter reports are also published on the 
Specialty Services at Moorfields - Glaucoma, Refractive Surgery, Strabismus and 
Neuro-ophthalmology, Vitreoretinal, Corneal, Adnexal and A&E Services have 
already been featured. In 2014 the website will have reports on the Cataract and 
Medical Retinal Services. The plan is to continue giving information on each Service 
in turn and to update it in a rolling programme.  
 
The Meeting was again instructed that to access the MAA website one should visit 
Moorfields Eye Hospital then click on Health Professionals where there is a section entitled 
Moorfields Alumni Association. 

Education: The educational and social value of the Alumni Scientific Meeting (the 
35th) is well established. The new Moorfields Museum and Archive Room already 
has great potential for academic research into the history of Moorfields and 
ophthalmology in general. In 2013 the MAA gave the sum of £2,000 as three 
bursaries for trainees to travel to national or international congresses or to visit post-
graduate centres. A minimum of this sum is guaranteed for 2014 and applicants 
should submit requests to the Honorary Secretary by June 30th for consideration 
at the July MAA Management Committee meeting. Information about these 
bursaries will be published on the MAA website shortly. 

Social events: The fostering of a ‘spirit of community’ is an important aspect of the 
MAA. The President showed photographs of two reunion lunches held in 2013 at the 
Medical Society of London. The first was on June 17th and commemorated the dinner 
held exactly 25 years previously at the closure of the High Holborn Branch of 
Moorfields. Professor Wallace Foulds was guest of honour and he talked about life 
in the hospital in the 1950s. There followed reminiscences of the 1960s (Tim ffytche), 
the 1970’s (Alistair Fielder) and the 1980’s (Michèle Beaconsfield). A second reunion 
on October 25th for those who had trained or worked at City Road prior to 1995 was 
followed by a showing of Hugh Williams’s latest DVD entitled ‘Turning a blind eye’; 
its production was supported by a grant from the MAA.  Both events were well 
attended and a further High Holborn Reunion is planned this year.  
The President also took the opportunity to congratulate Sir Peng Khaw and Sandy 
Holt-Wilson OBE on being awarded their honours in 2013. 
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The President then summarised the benefits and privileges that were available to 
MAA members. He noted that at least £5,000 was being paid in bursaries in the 
coming year if the Sir Edward Lewis Foundation Bursary was included – thus 
targeting both junior and senior members of the medical staff. 

5. HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT 

Peter McDonnell presented the annual accounts which had been verified by an 
independent check. On 1st January 2013 the MAA balance stood at £13,968.25 and on 
31st December 2013 it was £ 17,797.71.  

Income in the year was £11,693.  Subscriptions, which are always the main source of 
revenue, totalled £5,225 (cf. £4,800 in 2013). Receipts from those attending the two 
reunion lunches came to £3,349 and £315 was received from members taking up the 
concession to attend the AGM and subsequent events. Additional income came from 
the sale of books and ties 

Expenditure for the 2013 financial year was £7,863.54. Outgoings included bursaries 
totalling £2,000, grants for the two reunions held in the year and expenses related to 
archival material. The MAA also made an advanced purchase of 25 copies of the 
book on the history of retinal detachment surgery written by Peter Leaver and 
Richard Keeler entitled ‘Good news from Switzerland’ and these will be sold at cost 
price to members of the Association. A signed copy has been presented by the 
authors to the Moorfields Archive Room. 

The Honorary Treasurer completed his presentation of the accounts by forecasting   
plans for expenditure in 2014 which include further bursaries and social events (one 
of which, the Residents’ Winter Party, will take place on February 28th) and the 
payment of a salary for the replacement of Brenda Aveyard who wishes to retire 
later in the year. 

The High Holborn Fund appears in the accounts and the President reminded the 
audience that this was formed by donations from High Holborn alumni for, among 
other things, the creation of the Moorfields History Board which is currently 
displayed in the entrance of the hospital for view by the public. It records pictorially 
the history of the present Moorfields and the several hospitals that fused to form it. 
A photograph taken of the official unveiling of the Board on November 14th by 
Michèle Beaconsfield, the last Senior Resident at High Holborn, was shown. 
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6. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 

In addition to the design and production of the History Board by Richard Keeler and 
Alan Lacey in 2013, the MAA archival programme continues with the work of 
Wendy Franks who is cataloguing and electronically conserving the many drawings 
and paintings of eye conditions that form part of our archival material. The MAA 
also commissioned a portrait of Alan Bird by David Dorrell and this now hangs in 
the Archive Room alongside pictures of other alumni painted and sketched by 
fellow alumni. 

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a) ‘The next decade’. Under this title the President introduced the proposal that the 
MAA and the MSA (Moorfields Surgeons’ Association) should consider merging as 
a single entity. The catalyst for this is the impending retirement of Brenda Aveyard 
from the post of Administrative Secretary which she has held since the birth of the 
MAA in 2004.  Her generosity in foregoing her monthly salary greatly reduced 
expenditure and allowed the MAA to expand its initiatives, particularly in the 
giving of bursaries to junior staff. When she is replaced the MAA will once again 
incur salary costs and, unless new sources of income are found, will be forced to 
reduce its activities to the level where they were two years ago – a retrograde step. 
The functions of the MAA had already been shown during the AGM and the 
President briefly summarised those of the MSA. It was founded nearly 40 years ago, 
under circumstances that had now altered, by consultants at Moorfields who 
undertook private surgery in the hospital. They contributed a proportion of their 
fees voluntarily to the association which used the funds for the benefit of medical 
and non-medical staff at all levels in the hospital. There was a considerable overlap 
between the activities of both associations and most of the MSA members were also 
members of the MAA. An opinion poll of members of the MAA and MSA had been 
carried out recently in which four options for a merger were offered: 
   Option 1:   No change 
   Option 2:   Coalition 
   Option 3:  ‘Like for like merger’ 
   Option 4:  Full merger 
There were 67 responses and the results of the poll showed that 94% were in favour 
of Option 4, with 3% each for Options 2 and 3 and no votes for Option 1.  
The President regarded this as a positive mandate for a merger between the two 
associations under a single management committee and he arranged to convene a 
meeting between representatives of the MAA and MSA to work out the mechanics of 
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this exciting new proposition. He felt that this gave the clearest chance for the 
Association to flourish and he reassured members that there would be no reduction 
in the activities of the MAA and that as many of the current MSA activities would be 
continued as the budget allowed. He then offered the subject for discussion or 
comment by the audience; the lack of response suggested that all present were 
content with decision. 

b) Hugh Williams spoke about the DVD he produced in 2005 entitled ‘Casanova 
and the Spitfire Pilots’ which portrayed the development of the intra-ocular 
implant and he asked the audience whether it would be of popular interest if it was 
updated. The response was affirmative and accordingly the MAA promised him 
financial support in this undertaking, as it had done in the past. 

c) Books. The President requested any alumni who had written books, be they 
ophthalmic, poetic or even fictional, to donate one signed copy to the Archive Room 
as the MAA planned to build up a collection of literary and artistic work by alumni. 

8. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The dates of the next Management Committee Meeting and the 2015 AGM are yet to 
be arranged and will be announced to members later. 

The President ended the meeting by again expressing his gratitude to Brenda 
Aveyard for all the work she had carried out for the MAA and presented her with a 
bouquet of flowers on behalf of the Association. He also thanked Bill Aylward, the 
Honorary Secretary, Michèle Beaconsfield- the MAA Scientific Representative, 
Joanne Birss – who deals with the MAA website, Stephen Dunham , our accountant, 
David Gartry for his help with the merger proposals, and Richard Keeler for all the 
work he does on our Archives. 

The Meeting closed at 17:15 pm 

  ooooooooooooooo000000000000000ooooooooooooooo 

The President then invited David Boase to give the second High Holborn Lecture 
entitled ‘Unreliable Memories’. 

Following the lecture the President presented Mr. Boase with an honorarium from 
the MAA which, with great generosity, he immediately donated to the High Holborn Fund. 

 

 

6 
 


