
 

    Medical Retina 

 

Medical Retina (MR) continues to grow. This expansion is partly driven by new NICE 

approved intravitreal therapies, not only for age-related macular degeneration, but also for 

diabetic macular oedema, retinal vein occlusions and choroidal neovascularisation secondary 

to high myopia. MR now comprises 27 consultants, 30 Fellows, and 5 ST trainees making it 

the largest sub-speciality service within the Trust. 

MR services are now provided across 10 sites with plans for further expansion especially in 

East London. Over 100,000 MR clinic consultations were recorded across all sites in 2014. 

On top of this, over 23,000 intravitreal injections were administered across 7 sites.  As NICE 

approved indications for IV services continue to grow, it is projected that the number of 

injections will double over the next 5 years. To cater for this expansion, the MR service is 

taking a leading role in developing a nurse injector training programme. To date, there are 

over 20 trained nurse injectors within the Trust delivering over 50% of all intravitreal 

injections.  In addition, the Trust has recently approved an ambitious business case to build a 

new injection suite at City Road and increase the infrastructure required to deliver injections 

across multiple other sites. It is hoped that these new facilities will become available in the 

autumn of2015. 

MR has recently welcomed a number of new Consultants to the service. These include Mr 

Niaz Islam, who will be a key player in our East London work, and Miss Zoe Ockrim who is 

based primarily at Northwick Park. Miss Jasmin Singh and Mr Zubin Saihan have been 

appointed jointly by the MR and Cataract services as part of the Trust's effort to improve the 

quality of care to patients with co-morbidity. In addition, Miss Marta Ugarte has taken up an 

important role to lead MR services at Croydon. Further Consultant expansion at Croydon is 

in progress to allow comprehensive MR services to be delivered at this site.  

We have seen the retirement of Professor Tony Moore who has moved to San Francisco, 

California, where he will continue his research. We wish him all thebest and are indebted to 

him for all his years of clinical service and teaching. We are very lucky however to have 

Professors Andrew Webster and Michel Michaelides who are taking us into the future of 

genetic diseases research and clinical care. 

MR has also been very productive in research attracting over 5 million pounds in grants and 

having over 100 publications." 

Carlos Pavesio   - December 2014 


