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The Moorfields Association has now been in existence for a full year and it is 

an appropriate time to summarise what it has achieved over this period and to 

indicate some of its plans for the future. Broadly speaking there are two main 

activities: educational and social. 

Educational:  

           In 2014 due mainly to the generosity of the Moorfields surgeons through their 

twice- yearly voluntary contribution to MA funds we were able to award bursaries 

totalling £5,000, and in February this year we gave £1,000 to Zahra Jessa, one of the 

senior optometrists at MEH, to assist in running a workshop in Zambia for newly-

qualified optometrists. The MA also holds a special fund for teaching/training 

initiatives in certain countries in Eastern Europe and plans are underway to pay the 

observership fees at Moorfields later in the year for two young ophthalmologists, 

one from Bosnia and one from Ukraine. The Association again contributed £5,000 to 

the John Lee Fellowship Fund and also gave a grant of £1,500 to Hugh Williams 

towards the updating of his original 2005 DVD on intra-ocular implants entitled 

‘Casanova and the Spitfire Pilots’. 

           The Moorfields Annual Alumni Meeting this year took place at the Royal 

Society of Medicine with a new and very successful format, Professor David Taylor 

delivering a most amusing High Holborn Lecture entitled ‘Travels and Travails in 

Paediatric Ophthalmology’. The only slight downside of the meeting was that the 

Moorfields Association AGM was rescheduled from its usual slot after the tea-break 

to the lunch hour and, despite offering those planning to attend a special fast-track 

serving station, the audience, although loyal, was sparse. The organisers of next 

year’s event (again at the RSM) will be requested to reconsider this decision in order 

to give the MA a chance to tell more members (and potential members) about its 

activities.  A proposal is under consideration to bring back the dinner that 

traditionally followed the meeting and the MA may contribute to the costs of this. 

Social   

        The other main activity of the MA is to organise social events which bring 

together past and present Moorfields’s alumni. Since 2010 reunions have been held 
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at the Medical Society of London for those who worked in the past either at the High 

Holborn or the City Road branches of MEH and this year it will be the turn of City 

Road alumni (pre-2000) to gather in the autumn. For the second year the MA held 

the Residents’ Winter Dinner at the same venue; it was hosted by six members of the 

MA Committee and attended by 40 residents and fellows. The guest speaker was 

Richard Packard who gave an excellent talk on the history of cataract surgery with 

particular reference to the role of Moorfields in its development. It was a great 

success and is now an established event on our annual calendar.  

      The MA has continued to underwrite the costs of the annual Consultants’ Dinner, 

recouping a proportion of its outlay from the sale of tickets. As the costs of hiring the 

venue and catering have increased so has the financial liability, whereas the price of 

a ticket has remained the same for several years; a discrepancy that will be 

addressed when planning the event this autumn. Plans are also in the offing for 

organising a Residents’ Summer Ball and the MA may be approached to underwrite 

the costs, with money also to be recouped from the sale of tickets, raffles, tombolas, 

etc. 

 When the Moorfields Association was formed it inherited from the Moorfields 

Surgeons’ Association (MSA) the responsibility for donating a pair of Arsenal season 

tickets to be shared by non-medical staff. The MA has decided to continue the 

tradition this year as it is the only exclusive gift it offers to this group of people at 

MEH. At long last there is to be a Moorfields cricket match! It will be between the 

MEH seniors and the juniors and will take place on August 9th on one of the Harrow 

School grounds. Robin Hamilton is organising the Seniors team and Marcus Posner 

the Juniors. The cricket equipment and the famous score book that went missing in 

the hospital several years ago are being replaced and this is currently involving the 

President in interesting negotiations, including the ‘knocking-in’ of bats! 

On the administrative side the office is functioning well and Susan Hoyal 

continues to enrol new MA members and trace a number of missing subscriptions.  

Among her several duties she is improving the website and is at her desk in the 

Friends’s Office on Thursday afternoons when she can be contacted: 0207 251 1240.  

And so as the dust settles following the amazing General Election, and along 

the Kings Road people still celebrate Chelsea winning the Premiership, it only 

remains for me to thank Peter McDonnell, Richard Keeler, Stephen Dunham (our 

finance officer) and Susan Hoyal for all their help and to wish everyone a good 

summer, hoping to see at least a few MA members at the cricket match in August. 

Tim ffytche 

Honorary President. 


