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The eleventh Moorfields Alumni Association AGM was held on January 24th 

2014 and the full minutes are published on the MAA website. This year the audience 

was larger than usual, possibly curious to hear the results of the poll related to the 

merger of the Moorfields Alumni Association (MAA) and the Moorfields Surgeons 

Association (MSA).  94% of the members who voted were in favour of a complete 

amalgamation and this mandate has set things in motion for a new chapter for 

alumni and their involvement in the life of the hospital. The initial process of fusion 

began at a meeting held on March 14th and before the official launch of the new 

association at the AGM in 2015 (February 13th at the RSM) there is work to do on 

changes to our Constitution and alterations to the old MAA logo that appears on its 

notepaper, its Honour’s Board and its insignia, such as the tote bags and umbrellas 

(although the famous ties will not need to be modified). There are no problems with 

existing Standing Orders; the account number will remain the same but eventually 

SOs for new members will have a change of title. 

There will be no reduction in the activities previously undertaken by the 

MAA; indeed funding of bursaries for residents and fellows will be increased, as will 

possible financial support for teaching and training initiatives both in the United 

Kingdom and abroad, such as the Moorfields Links programme in Ghana and other 

projects undertaken by alumni in developing countries. The reunions will continue 

as before; this autumn there will be one for the High Holborn alumni, whose 

‘History Board’ is now displayed prominently in the entrance to the hospital. 

At the AGM the second High Holborn Lecture was delivered by David Boase 

who gave a most amusing and well-received talk entitled ‘Unreliable Memories’.  

The honorarium that was presented to him was with typical generosity immediately 

donated to the High Holborn Bicentenary Fund (2016). 

A new event took place in February – the Residents’ Winter Dinner which 

was hosted by six senior members of the MAA and MSA.  44 members of the junior 

staff at Moorfields were their guests and the dinner, which was held at the Medical 

Society of London, was followed by a talk by Richard Keeler on the history of the 

hospital.  The event proved to be a great success and will be added to the annual list 

of the Moorfields Association activities.  



Regarding finances - there will be two main sources of income for the new 

association – the steady amount derived from annual subscriptions from alumni and 

the larger but less predictable proportion from voluntary contributions by the 

Moorfields surgeons. The amalgamation of the two associations accords well with 

the original mission statement of the MAA which begins with the words ‘To 

encourage and support a spirit of community among past and present Healthcare 

Professionals at Moorfields Eye Hospital…’ and the MSA’s activities in the past were 

also mainly directed towards this.  It is not possible at this stage to know whether 

the future income of the MA will be sufficient to cover all that was previously 

subsidised by the MSA, as new lower tariffs have been set for the surgeons’ 

contributions. Accordingly at least in 2014 there will need to be some prioritisation 

of activities so that the MA can increase its support for academic enterprises and at 

the same time continue with some of the social events and hospital activities funded 

by the MSA in the past. 

During the process of amalgamation we reviewed the MAA subscriptions and 

I can confirm that there is no intention of increasing them from the level of £25 set 

originally when the association was formed. To our surprise however we found that 

some 80 or so subscriptions had not been paid in the past two years. Rather than a 

wholesale desertion of a third of our members the most likely cause is a problem 

with the Standing Order payments. As this represents a significant proportion of the 

MAA’s annual income we would be very grateful if members could check their bank 

statements to see whether payments were made during 2012 and 2013. Over the next 

few months I will be writing individually to people in this group, but if you do find 

that no MAA Standing Order has been processed in these years and if you still wish 

to remain a member of what will now be the Moorfields Association, please let me 

or Brenda know and we will arrange for new forms to be sent to you.  

Yet again I am indebted to the advice and guidance of Bill Aylward, the 

Honorary Secretary, Peter McDonnell, the Honorary Treasurer, Richard Keeler, the 

Honorary Archivist, Heather Wilcox, who helped run the MSA, and of course 

Brenda Aveyard without whom nothing could or would get done. 

A final note is to congratulate Peter Watson, a past Honorary President of the 

MAA, on being awarded the prestigious Jules François Gold Medal by the 

International Council of Ophthalmology at its recent meeting in Tokyo. 

Tim ffytche 

Honorary President 


