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It is no exaggeration to report that the MAA is buoyant at present; funds are
in good order, activities are increasing, it is now an integral part of the hospital and
the membership numbers are steady although not yet up to the magical figure of
200. Much of this is due to the generosity of Brenda Aveyard, our Administrative
Secretary, who by giving her time free to the Association has enabled it to use the
money saved on her salary to set in motion a new initiative aimed particularly at the
younger MAA members.

The AGM on January 25th was well-attended and, although a full report of the
meeting can be read on the MAA website, I would like to mention some of its
highlights. The logo painted on a cartouche by Peter Watson was displayed for the
first time; it can now be seen on the Honours Board in the MAA Archive Room on
which are inscribed the names of the recipients of our Lifetime Achievement Award.
The second of whom (after Alan Bird) was Desmond Archer who was presented
with the award at the AGM and gave a delightful and characteristically modest
address in which he talked about the evolution of his career and paid tribute to his
mentors and colleagues who had guided and supported him throughout.

An announcement was made about an annual MAA Bursary of £1,000 to be
awarded to a Resident in training or Fellow at Moorfields to attend a national or
international meeting, and the selection process for the recipient is currently in
progress. It is intended that this bursary, by being available only to the younger
members of the MAA, will reflect that the Association is broadening its activities
beyond just holding reunions for the seniors. We are well aware that for a junior
ophthalmologist in training at Moorfields there is little immediate advantage in
joining the MAA apart from the reduction in the fee for the annual Scientific
Meeting. It is hoped that the take-up of this bursary will be better than that shown
for the Sir Edward Lewis Foundation bursaries which support teaching/training in
Eastern Europe by consultants both in and outside the Moorfields group – sadly
after the success in 2011 of the visit to Yerevan by Frank Larkin and Gill Adams the
interest for this type of enterprise seems to have completely dried up.

The rolling programme of Service Reports continues with one on the Adnexal
Service due shortly and a report on the A & E Service is planned for the autumn.
When each service has been covered we will start again with the initial one
(Glaucoma) – in effect a five-year update.



Reunions are still a major component of the MAA’s annual programme and
on June 17th one will be held to commemorate the closure of the High Holborn
branch of Moorfields 25 years ago, the date having been chosen as it is the exact
anniversary of the ‘farewell dinner’ held in 1988.  Professor Wallace Foulds will be
the guest of honour and people will have the opportunity to see the prototype of the
Moorfields ‘History Board’ which has been designed by Richard Keeler and Alan
Lacey and is to be presented to the hospital by the High Holborn alumni. A further
reunion is planned for City Road alumni in October and details of this will be
published later in the year.

At the AGM we were also able to display our new insignia specifically
designed for the female market – an umbrella and a tote bag, each emblazoned with
the MAA logo. So at last lady members of the Association can demonstrate their
allegiance to the MAA just as the men do with their ties!

The first High Holborn Lecture was delivered by our founding President Peter
Leaver. He gave an amusing and nostalgic account of the early days of detachment
surgery at Moorfields alluding to the characters involved and to the facilities
available at both branches of the hospital at the time. The lecture was completely in
keeping with the intention that it should be ‘light-hearted and need not be too
scientific’. Its position following the AGM and preceding the Residents’ Revue is
ideal as it links the more serious scientific and administrative part of the day to its
final mercurial and, at times, scurrilous conclusion.

Those of you who have read this newsletter thus far will realise that the High
Holborn branch of Moorfields features rather frequently and I make no apologies for
this. Its alumni wanted to have something that kept its name in the public as well as
the ophthalmic eye – a High Holborn lecture, a commemoration lunch and the
donation of a board showing the shared history of all branches of the hospital seem
to fulfil this wish and there will now be a pause in this panegyric – that is until its
200th anniversary in 2016!

Finally as I listen once again to the celebrations in the Kings Road for another
Chelsea win, this year it’s the UEFA Cup, I would like to acknowledge the help the
MAA receives from its Management Committee especially from Richard Keeler, Bill
Aylward and, of course, Brenda Aveyard.

Tim ffytche
Honorary President


