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“promoting educational and social activities for current and past clinical staff of Moorfields Eye Hospital” 

MOORFIELDS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 

       5.30pm – Thursday 13th  July 2017 

VENUE:  SEMINAR ROOM, LIBRARY, INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

PRESENT: -     

Tim ffytche      -       Honorary President – in the Chair 

Larry Benjamin  - Honorary President-Elect 

Peter McDonnell  -        Honorary Treasurer 

David Gartry    - Committee Member 

Richard Keeler  - Honorary Archivist 

Andrew Milliken                 -           Committee Member 

 

James Acheson  - ex officio 

Dan Ezra   - ex officio 

 

1.  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS   No new members were present. 

2.  APOLOGIES were received from Declan Flanagan, Wendy Franks, Gus Gazzard, 

Emma Jones, Poornima Rai, Katherine Raven, Geoffrey Rose, Martin Watson and 

Susan Hoyal 

3.  MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON MARCH 10TH 2017  

The Minutes of the AGM on March 10th 2017 were circulated to members of the 

Committee and published on the MA website prior to the meeting and approved as 

a correct record.  
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4.  MATTERS ARISING. 

i)  High Holborn Lecture.  The President commented on the excellence of Hugh 

Williams’s ‘stand-in’ lecture at the Scientific Meeting in March which was delivered 

at very short notice due to the sudden illness of the speaker Professor McLeod.  He 

added that Hugh had generously donated his honorarium to the Moorfields 

Association. As it was his last year in office the President had decided to make his 

own choice for the 2018 High Holborn Lecture and had asked Michèle Beaconsfield 

to talk on the subject of women in ophthalmology. The Committee agreed to this 

suggestion without reservation and the President would write to her with a formal 

invitation. 

ii) MA Bursaries.  The criteria for potential bursary recipients now include all eye 

care professionals working in the Moorfields group and announcements about 

bursaries are featured on the MA website.  

The following requests were made this year: 

Rabia Bourkiza , VR Fellow, was awarded £800 last year to visit the Steve Charles 

Unit, Tennessee but she could not attend due to family illness. She requested that 

last year’s funding could be rolled over to 2017 for visits to: 

1-Stanislao Rizzo (Italy) who has performed the highest number of Argus implants 

(bionic eye) in the World, and has contributed massively to VR research and surgical 

techniques. Requests £800 ……………………………….………………   Agreed 

2-Carl Claes (Belgium): a distinguished VR surgeon with innovative surgical 

instrumentation for RPE transplantation and complex VR cases.   

Requests £1,000…………………………………………………….………  Agreed 

Marko Lukic, Medical Retina Fellow, currently working at City Road and at 

Croydon. 

1- Has been invited to talk about his experience of being a Fellow at Moorfields to 

the young Ophthalmologists Section at the EVER meeting in Nice, September 2017   

Requests £790 ………………………………………………………………. Agreed 

2- To participate in the EURETINA Meeting in Barcelona, September 7-10 to present 

a poster on the comparison of visual and anatomical outcomes in patients with 

diabetic macular oedema treated with intravitreal aflibercept.   
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Requests £1,270…………………………………………………………….   Agreed 

(OAEE and the MA to pay £635 each). 

3 bursaries have already been awarded since January 1st 2017 totalling £1657. The 

recipients were:  

Jason Ho - £750  - to work with Orbis in Vietnam.   

Michelle Lewis – £433.33 – to attend an Eye Clinic Liaison Officer Training Course 

in Birmingham and  

Marko Lukic - £474 (from the OAEE fund) to present a paper at the Croatian 

National Meeting in Primosten. 

 

iii)  Reunions:  This year’s reunion lunch is for alumni who were working in City 

Road prior to 2000. It will take place at the Medical Society of London on Friday 

October 27th. Two guest speakers were invited – Tony Chignell and Andy Richards -

to talk about the charities they were associated with in Africa. The grant from the 

MA for these reunion lunches has been held at £500 since 2010 and in view of the 

increase in the prices for the venue and catering a request was made for 

£600……………………………………………        Agreed  

iv) John Lee Fund:  A paper had been circulated to members of the Committee 

setting out the College’s proposal to combine with Fight for Sight to establish a 

primer scheme for young ophthalmologists to advise them on the way to produce 

and present research plans for grant applications. The new fund is to be called: 

The Fight for Sight/John Lee/Royal College of Ophthalmologists Primer 

Fellowship Award.   

In the discussion that followed, it was noted that in previous years the MA had 

donated up to £5,000 annually to the John Lee Fellowship and it was decided that 

the new award should be given a single grant of £5,000 to be reviewed in a year’s 

time. (RCOphth and Fight for Sight will also review the position after a year).  

It was felt, however, that some other way of commemorating John Lee’s name 

should be considered and one option would be to inaugurate a lecture and/or a 

medal, funded by the MA, which could be delivered annually either at the Scientific 

Meeting or College Congress. The President would write to Kathy Evans at the 

College and Dan Ezra asking for their views on the feasibility of this proposal. 

v) Scientific Meeting.  Dan Ezra reported on the Scientific Meeting held at the RSM 

on March 10th, 2017.  The Association’s AGM again took place during the lunch hour 
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in the main lecture theatre and was attended by members of the MA Committee and 

a few loyal friends. This year 6 MA members attended the meeting after tea at a 

concessionary rate (£30). The MA had agreed to pay the conference fees for residents 

or fellows presenting papers at any of the sessions; these numbered 9 altogether and 

the total cost to the MA was £810. 

The next Scientific Meeting will take place on March 16th 2018 at the RSM and the 

MA agreed to pay conference fees for certain residents and fellows, as in 2017.  

Dan Ezra reported that the Dinner at the RSM following the meeting was a success 

but it was noted that few residents and fellows attended, possibly because of the 

costs. In the past many consultants had paid for junior staff to attend but this no 

longer seemed to be the case and he suggested that the MA might consider taking on 

this role. Because of the obvious financial implications for the MA it was decided to 

defer this item for consideration at its committee meeting on October 26th and in the 

meantime Dan Ezra would formalise a proposal for submission to the committee. 

vi) Private Patients’ Levy   Susan Hoyal had produced a summary of the three 

private patients’ levies undertaken since April 2015.  These reflected private surgery 

carried out in the hospital over the period of the eighteen months ending in 

September 2016. The total amount raised was £25,137.50 with an average of 26 

consultants contributing to each levy. This represented 30% of those asked to 

volunteer and 54% of the potential amount that could be raised. 

 

 vii) Service Reports.  Bruce Allan had updated David Gartry’s 2010 report on the 

Refractive Surgery Service in May and Alison Davies will be asked to provide an 

update on the Strabismus and Neuro-ophthalmology Service written by Gill Adams 

in 2011.  

5.  HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT.   Peter McDonnell presented a summary 

of the MA’s financial situation as on 30th June 2017. The current working fund was 

£45,162 and there was £6,004 in the savings fund.  These figures excluded the High 

Holborn fund, the Residents’ fund and the OAEE fund which are ring-fenced. 

Income since January 1st 2017 was £16,297, made up of membership subscriptions 

£5,350,  voluntary donations from the Moorfields consultant surgeons  £9,652, 

income recouped from the High Holborn Reunion and Residents’ Dinners £1,155 

and concessionary fees for the Scientific Meeting together with money from the sale 

of the Moorfields History, ties, tote bags etc.   
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Expenditure was £8,210 which included administrative expenses and staff costs 

£2,750, bursary awards so far totalling £1,183 (also £474 from OAEE), payment of 

conference fees for junior staff presenting  at the Alumni Meeting £810 and the costs 

of organising social events for the Residents and High Holborn alumni  £3,356. 

Forecast for the remainder of 2017   Further income was estimated to be £10,000 

which included a possible £9,000 from the next PP Levy.  

Confirmed net expenditure was estimated to be about £16,000 which included 

administration costs £2,750, agreed bursaries £3,225, donation to the College £5,000, 

Arsenal season tickets £3,750, and a grant for the City Road Reunion (£600). 

  

6. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT.   Richard Keeler reported that Wendy Franks was 

continuing her heroic effort in the cataloguing of the fundus and external paintings 

of the eye. A further batch of about 100 paintings will shortly be presented to the 

archive originating from the Royal Eye Hospital. This collection follows a similar 

donation from the Western Ophthalmic Hospital which is now being catalogued. 

Wendy and indeed all of us will be encouraged by the news that the first batch of 

paintings is now on the UCL Library Services website.  It can be found on: 

http://digital-collections.ucl.ac.uk/R/?func=collections&collection_id=4175 

7.  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT.  The Honorary President felt that his paramount 

ambition before stepping down from his post at the AGM in 2018 would be to settle 

once and for all the vexed problem of the PPLevy, so that the MA would no longer 

have to go cap in hand to consultants for funds to carry out its main activities. He 

listed several schemes for consideration that might be suggested to the Hospital and 

there followed a lively discussion on their relative merits. On the basis of this it was 

agreed that he should draw up a formal proposal to present to the CEO and Chief 

Finance Officer setting out the MA Committee’s recommendations. 

The question of the MA’s contribution to non-clinical staff was raised. Traditionally 

at Christmas the Moorfields Surgeons’ Association (MSA) funded parties and 

distributed seasonal gifts to wards and selected departments. Following the 

formation of the MA in 2014 this was discontinued, apart from the donation of 

Arsenal tickets, because of the proliferation of requests and the MA’s policy of 

support mainly for current and past clinical staff. It was agreed that if the funding of 

the MA was put on a firmer basis the whole concept of how the MA should use its 

funds more generally among hospital staff should be reviewed.    

http://digital-collections.ucl.ac.uk/R/?func=collections&collection_id=4175
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8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(i). Residents’ Winter Dinner.  The fourth dinner inaugurated in February 2014 was 

held on Friday 24th February 2017.  A grant of £2,000 had been agreed, but because of 

the popularity the total cost came to £2,396.62. Plans for the 2018 dinner will be 

discussed at the next MA committee meeting. 

ii) Consultants’ Dinner.    James Acheson announced that this year’s Consultants’ 

Dinner would be held on November 17th at a new venue and that Richard Collin will 

be the guest of honour.  It is intended that all the expenses for the venue and catering 

will be covered by the money received from those attending the Dinner and thus the 

MA’s previous role in underwriting the costs will no longer be necessary. The MA 

committee however agreed to cover any costs that might occur if a lack of consultant 

interest or mass cancellations made the event uneconomical. 

(This new development should reduce the MA’s annual expenses by between £1,500 and 

£2,000). 

 

iii) Arsenal Season tickets.  The Committee has agreed to continue this popular 

scheme for another year as it acknowledges the help of the non-clinical staff who 

work for MEH. The cost to the MA is reduced this year due to Arsenal’s unfortunate 

failure to qualify for the Champions League!  Professor Gartry will continue to 

organise the distribution of the tickets. 

iv) Cricket Match.  The Honorary President had hoped to announce the date and 

venue of this year’s ‘Seniors v. Juniors’ cricket match but sadly no information was 

available and he had to conclude that for the present the enthusiasm for the event 

had died down. He informed the committee that he understood that the cricket kit 

purchased by the MA two years ago is stored in the Residents’ Mess. 

v) Retirements. In addition to the retirement of the Honorary President in 2018, 

Peter McDonnell, the Honorary Treasurer is also retiring after six years in office and 

the President-elect will set procedures in motion to appoint a successor. 

    -------------------------------------------------------------- 

There being no further business the Meeting was closed at 1905 hrs. 

 

9.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:  

Management Committee: Thursday October 26th 2017 

AGM:  16th March 2018  


