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“promoting educational and social activities for current and past clinical staff of Moorfields Eye Hospital” 

MOORFIELDS ASSOCIATION 

  Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 

       5.30pm – Thursday 14th,   July 2016 

VENUE:  SEMINAR ROOM, LIBRARY,  INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

PRESENT: -     

Mr. Tim ffytche      -       Honorary President – in the Chair 

Miss Christine Timms  -       Honorary Secretary 

Mr Peter McDonnell  -        Honorary Treasurer 

Professor David Gartry  - Committee Member 

Mr Richard Keeler   - Honorary Archivist 

Mr Geoffrey Rose   - Committee Member 

Mr James Acheson   - ex officio 

Mr Declan Flanagan   - ex officio 

 

Mrs Susan Hoyal   -  Administrative Secretary 

1.  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS    The new members Mr Michael Falcon, Mr 

Andrew Milliken, Mr David Probert and Ms Katherine Raven were unable to attend. 

2.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Bill Aylward, Graham Duguid, Dan Ezra, Michael 

Falcon, Wendy Franks, Andrew Milliken, David Probert, Poornima Rai and 

Katherine Raven 

 

London 

EC1V 2PD 

 

E-mail: mas@moorfields.nhs.uk 
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3.  MINUTES OF THE AGM ON MARCH 11TH 2016  

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on March 11th 2016 were circulated 

to members of the Committee and published on the MA website prior to the meeting 

and were approved as a correct record.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING. 

i) High Holborn Lecture. The names of 6 possible lecturers for 2016 were put 

forward and, as in previous years, the Honorary Secretary would be sending voting 

papers to members of the Committee.  

ii) MA Bursaries.  The three bursaries listed below had already been awarded this 

financial year:  

Sahar Parvizi presented posters at the Royal College Meeting in Birmingham and 

also at the European Association for the Study of Diabetic Eye Complications. The 

MA gave him £500 and his report has been received. 

Marcus Posner attended the ARVO Meeting in Seattle to present work on a 

paediatric epidemiological study in Uganda. The MA gave him £500 and his report 

has been received. 

Marko Lukic took part in the Croatian Annual Congress and gave a presentation.  

The MA (OAEE Fund) gave him £500 and his report has been received. 

Three further applications had been received and were discussed by the Committee 

1. Miles Kiernan applied for financial support to attend the Royal College Meeting 

in Birmingham where he presented a poster as first author. He asked the MA for 

£291.15 to be added to his remaining study budget to cover the costs of the 

conference fee, travel and accommodation. A grant of £291.15 was agreed. 

2. Rabia Bourkiza (ST7) asked for financial support for a nine day visit in January 

2017 to visit the Steve Charles Retina Unit in Germantown, Tennessee as an 

observer. A grant of £800 was agreed. 

3. Marko Lukic  (Medical Retina Fellow) wished to attend the EURETINA meeting 

in Copenhagen in September 2016. He asked for a contribution to the total costs of 

registration fee, return airfare and accommodation. A grant of £750 from the OAEE 

Fund was agreed. 
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iii) Reunions:  On December 9th the 200th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Royal 

Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital will be celebrated by a lunch at the Medical 

Society of London followed by a mini-symposium entitled ‘200 years of …….’ 

Speakers: Nick Astbury, Larry Benjamin, Alan Bird, Richard Collin, Richard Keeler, 

Richard Packard, Geoffrey Rose and Michael Sanders.  It was proposed to invite the 

speakers and David Probert as guests.  A grant of £750 was agreed. 

 

iv) John Lee Fellowship.  Last year the MA donated £5,000 to the College to help 

organise its Quiz Night and the net sum of £13,000 was raised. Letters from the 

College and from Arabella Lee thanking the MA for its continued support had been 

received. However there is currently a delay in the appointment of a new John Lee 

Fellow and the event is not being held this year. It was therefore agreed to place 

£5,000 in the MA Savings Account until a decision by the College had been made.  

 

v) Scientific Meeting.  Declan Flanagan gave an update on the Scientific Meeting to 

be held at the RSM on March 10th 2017.  Plans are well under way and it is hoped to 

make the meeting available to a wider audience. The Association’s AGM will again 

be held during the lunch hour in the main lecture theatre and an attempt will be 

keep the ‘fast-track’ lunch service exclusively for those faithful and loyal members 

wishing to attend (unlike this year when the lunch attracted all-comers). The usual policy 

of allowing a limited number of MA members to attend the meeting after tea at a 

concessionary rate will be continued as the amount raised subsidises the honorarium 

for the High Holborn Lecture.     

     Attention was drawn to the observation that several people attending the 

meeting this year claimed to be members of the MA when in fact they were not; they 

were thus able to pay the cheaper fees.  The organisers will consider ways of 

avoiding this in the future as, apart from the moral issue, it could cause losses of 

several hundred pounds in income. 

    The suggestion had been made that in 2017 the MA should pay the conference 

fees of those junior staff presenting papers at the meeting. This was agreed in 

principle and the decision as to whether this should apply to residents or fellows or 

both will be made at the October meeting of the Committee.   

vi) Private Patient Levy. The levy earlier this year had so far raised £7,735 for the 

period April 2015 – September 2105 and the next call for contributions for the period 

of October 2015- March 2016 will be sent out soon. The request letter will be 

modified slightly to comply with a suggestion made by Keith Barton that the word 

‘voluntary’ should be removed. 
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   There followed a lively discussion about the problems faced by this method of 

fund raising and committee members were unanimous in agreeing that it was 

currently unsatisfactory, and that a contribution made indirectly from consultants 

undertaking private practice in the hospital through PP Finance would be preferable. 

The Association includes the promotion of social activities in its mission statement 

with the aim of producing a bond between current and past clinical staff and this 

should be something that Moorfields should be prepared to support financially as 

well as education. The Honorary President, in his recent meeting with David Probert 

to inform him of the activities of the Moorfields Association, had raised this 

possibility of PP Finance contributing to the MA’s income and the CEO planned to 

discuss this with the Finance Officer, Steven Davies. 

5.  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT.      

   Many of the items that the Honorary President wished to discuss had already 

been covered in the meeting.  The Anaesthetics Service report was written in May, 

2015 and published on the website, and Dan Ehrlich’s report on the Optometry 

Service was imminent. The cycle would recommence in the autumn with an update 

on the Glaucoma Service produced by Nick Strouthides.   

   Mr ffytche again raised the question as to whether in future newly appointed 

consultants to Moorfields should automatically have £25 paid annually to the MA 

from their salaries, but be given the right to opt out. It was agreed that the matter 

should be referred again to the Medical Committee and if the decision was positive 

arrangements should be made with the Finance department to implement it. The 

mechanism for recording and assigning MA registration numbers to new members 

joining this way will be investigated by the Administrative Secretary. 

 

6.  HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT. 

       The Honorary Treasurer presented the six months’ accounts ending June 30th 

2016. The MA currently has £47,429 in its four funds (General: £43,150, High 

Holborn: £625, OAEE: £2,650 and Savings £1,003) Income since January 1st   2016 was 

£15,165, made up of membership subscriptions (£5,200), voluntary donations from 

the Moorfields consultant surgeons (£7,735) repayments for the Consultants’ Dinner 

and Residents’ Winter Dinner (£2,480) with money from concessionary fees for the 

Scientific Meeting and from the sale of the Moorfields History, ties, tote bags etc.   

    Outgoings totalled £11,443 which included administrative expenses (£2,750), 

two bursaries already awarded (£1,000) and the costs of holding the Residents’ 

Winter Dinner (£2,136) and Consultants’ Dinner (£5,085).   

           Future expenditure for 2016 was currently estimated to be £15,000. This 
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included administration costs (£2,750), support for bursaries and the John Lee Fund 

(£7,500) (£5,000 of which - support for the John Lee Fund will be held over in the Savings 

Fund until 2017), the Arsenal season tickets (£4,000), and, amongst other items, grants 

for the High Holborn 200th Anniversary Meeting (£750). The estimated income for 

the rest of the year was £8,000. Allowing for any expenses incurred for the venue 

hire for the Consultant’s Dinner the MA General Fund would be left with a working 

balance at the end of the year of about £38,000.  

7. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT. 

Richard Keeler reported on several aspects of the Moorfields’ Archive. 

a)  Historical Collection Archive. The room holding the historical collection of 

books has been fitted out with shelving to accommodate the newly archived 

collection of fundus and anterior segment paintings completed by Wendy Franks. 

This means that this unique collection of over 1400 paintings can be kept in a secure, 

environmentally-controlled location. 

 b)  Archive from Moorfields’ School of Nursing. With the move of the Moorfields’ 

School of Nursing to a different building a request was made to transfer the artefacts 

on display and in the cupboards to the MA Archive Room.  A photographic record 

has been taken of this collection which contains some very interesting items.  Mr 

Keeler gave a talk recently at the annual meeting of the International Ophthalmic 

Nurses Association (IONA) on his discoveries within this archive. It is proposed that 

a section of the display in the Library will be devoted to some of these artefacts. 

c) British and Irish Orthoptic Society (BIOS). The store in Ely where the collection 

of orthoptic instruments and papers is located is due to be reclaimed by the owners 

by the end of the year. In discussions with senior members of BIOS Richard offered 

storage space in the MA Archive Room for a part of the collection. The papers, 

including all of Mary Maddox’s notebooks, are of historical importance and should 

be preserved. He has offered to put on display an orthoptic section in the Library 

exhibition. 

d) Oxford Ophthalmological Congress Archive (OOC).  Although the MA Archive 

Room was primarily established to house the Moorfields collection of artefacts etc. 

Richard was acutely aware that archives like the BIOS and OOC need a permanent, 

secure home.  Space can be made for them but he would feel more comfortable if the 

MA committee gave him their support. This was agreed. 
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8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

i). Residents’ Winter Dinner.  The third dinner inaugurated in February 2014 and 

previously hosted by members of both the MAA and the MSA was held on 28th 

January 2016 and was again a success. The cost to the MA was £1,985.52. The six 

hosts for the event in 2017 will be named at the October MA Committee meeting. 

 

ii) Consultants’ Dinner.  This year the net cost for the Dinner was £2,299 with the 

MA paying out £5,799 before it recouped £3,500 from the guests.  This was an 

improvement on the costs to the MA last year and reflected the increase in the price 

of a ticket and the ‘sale or return’ policy on the wine. After discussion on the MA’s 

future role in the financial support for this event it was agreed to continue to 

contribute to it on the same basis.  The date for the next dinner will November 4th 2016. 

 

iii) Arsenal Season tickets.  The Committee agreed to continue this popular scheme 

for another year as it acknowledges the help of the staff who work for MEH. The cost 

to the MA remains at £4,000 and Professor Gartry will again organise the 

distribution of the tickets this year. 

v)  Cricket Match.   Sadly it seems unlikely that a further cricket match between 

seniors and juniors will take place this summer,  due in part to the difficulty in 

hiring a pitch. In order to stimulate more interest among the junior staff it was 

suggested that a challenge should be issued to Moorfields by other eye hospitals (e.g. 

Western Ophthalmic) so that matches could be played on their pitches.  Graham 

Duguid will be asked to look into this possibility.   

 

vi) Committee Composition. The Honorary President reminded the Committee yet 

again that he and Professor Gartry, were due to retire at the end of 2016 having both 

served for seven years.  However since the new MA Constitution only came into 

force in 2014 they were theoretically entitled to have their three-year terms renewed 

at the AGM in March 2017. They both agreed to remain on the Committee for a 

further year and it was agreed that the search for a possible future Honorary 

President should be intensified. 

   It was announced that Bill Aylward wished to stand down after his long 

association with the MAA and the MA. It was decided to ask Emma Jones to replace 

him on the Committee and to increase the membership of the Committee by inviting 

Martin Watson also. The Honorary President would write to both of them. 
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 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

There being no further business the Meeting was closed at 1900 hrs. 

 

9.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:    

Management Committee: Thursday 27th October 2016 

AGM:  March 10th 2017 

 


