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MOORFIELDS ASSOCIATION 

  Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 

       5.30pm – Thursday 16th,   July 2015 

VENUE:  SEMINAR ROOM, LIBRARY,  INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

 

PRESENT: -     

Mr. Tim ffytche      -       Honorary President – in the Chair 

Miss Christine Timms  -       Acting Honorary Secretary   

Mr Peter McDonnell  -        Honorary Treasurer 

Mr David Boase   - Committee Member 

Mr Richard Keeler   - Honorary Archivist 

 

Mr Declan Flanagan   - ex officio 

 

Mrs Susan Hoyal   -  Administrative Secretary 

 

1.  WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

Unfortunately Miss Poornima Rai’s operating list had overrun and she was unable to 

attend the meeting. 

2.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mr James Acheson, Mr Bill Aylward, Mr Graham 

Duguid, Miss Wendy Franks, Professor David Gartry, Mr John Pelly, Mr Geoffrey 

Rose and Mr Paul Sullivan. 

3.  MINUTES OF THE AGM ON FEBRUARY 13TH 2015  

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on February 13th 2015 were circulated 

prior to the meeting and approved as a correct record. 

4.  MATTERS ARISING. 

i) Lifetime Achievement Award. Three nominations were received by the Honorary 

Secretary for an award in 2015:  Professor Wallace Foulds, Professor David McLeod 
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and Professor Peter Watson. Committee members were informed of these 

nominations before the meeting and there was overwhelming support for Professor 

Watson to receive the award.  The President will write to him to request his 

acceptance and the presentation will be made in the traditional manner at the 

Scientific Meeting in 2016. 

Peter Watson has since written to say that he is delighted to accept an award which meant 

‘more to him than anything at the end of his career’. 

ii) High Holborn Lecture. The names of 6 possible lecturers for 2016 were put 

forward and the Hon. Secretary was asked to organise a vote on their choice by 

members of the Committee.  

iii) MA Bursaries. The Honorary Secretary has received 6 applications for the MA 

Bursaries and these were circulated to members of the Committee in advance of the 

meeting. One bursary of £1,000 had already been given to Zahra Jessa, a Senior 

Optometrist at Moorfields to help run a training course for newly qualified 

optometrists in Zambia. In the discussion each new application was considered in 

turn and it was agreed that the following individuals should be supported: 

 

PhilipBanerjee – support for a one-year fellowship in VR at the Royal Victoria 

Hospital, Melbourne starting February 2016….………………………………£1,000  

Tasanee Braithwaite – support to run a workshop and present a paper at the World 

Ophthalmology Congress, Mexico in February 2016…………………………£1,500 

 

Simon Fung – support for a Fellowship in paediatric cornea in the Hospital for Sick 

Children, Toronto starting in August 2015 …………………………………....£1,000  

Michael Gilhooley  - retrospective grant to support presenting a paper at the 

European Neuro-ophthalmological Society in Ljubliana , June 2015………….£500 

(from the OAEE Fund). 

Olivia Li – retrospective grant to attend Aegean Meeting in July 2015 to present two 

papers………………………………………………………………………………… £500 

Mohammed Ziaei  - support for one-year fellowship in anterior segment surgery at 

the New Zealand Eye Centre ………………………………………………….   £1,000  

A request by Gus Gazzard for a contribution towards a team-building outing for 

Moorfields South non-medical staff was considered and a grant of £300 agreed. 
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The Honorary Secretary undertook to inform each recipient of the award of their bursaries 

with the exception of Michael Gilhooley and Gus Gazzard who will be informed by the 

Honorary President. The recipients will be expected to furnish a report to the MA Office. 

*In the discussion it was agreed that in future the closing date for applications for 

MA bursaries should be altered from June 30th to May 31st and that no 

retrospective grants should be made. All applications must be submitted with a 

supporting letter from the supervising consultant. The announcement on the 

website will be adjusted to take these new conditions into account. 

iv) Reunions:  This October it will be the turn for those who worked at City Road 

before 2000 to have a reunion lunch and Professor Dafydd Thomas has agreed to 

give a talk about his experiences at Moorfields. This is a popular event for retired 

alumni which usually helps recruit new members to the MA as they are given 

concessionary rates!  A request for a grant of £500 to cover the cost of the hire of the 

venue was agreed by the Committee. It was noted that unfortunately the 

Consultants’ Dinner had been booked on the same day (October 30th) but it was felt 

that each event appealed to a different group of individuals although there might be 

some overlap. Conflicts of interest could be avoided by attending both. 

v) John Lee Fellowship.  It was agreed that £5,000 should again be given this year to 

the John Lee Fellowship Fund to use in whatever way the Trustees of the Fund felt 

best.  The Honorary Treasurer will arrange to transfer the sum to the College 

account and the amount to be donated will be reviewed again next year. A letter 

from Arabella Lee thanking the MA for its past support had been received. 

vi) Scientific Meeting.  Declan Flanagan gave an update on plans for the Scientific 

Meeting to be held at the RSM in 2016. When the full details of the programme are 

known the MA can consider the degree of any financial support for the event at its 

next Committee meeting in October. The comment was made that the new venue 

and format of this year’s meeting was a great success although the AGM, which took 

place in the lunch break, was reduced to a small but loyal audience.   

5.  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT.      

   Many of the items that the Honorary President wished to discuss had already 

been covered in the meeting.  He reported on the Service Reports published on the 

website, one on the Anaesthetics Service had been written in May and Chris Timms 

agreed to submit a report on the Orthoptics Service in the autumn.  It was agreed to 

continue with the scheme as it provided useful information to those alumni no 

longer working at Moorfields who might wish to refer patients to specialist units.  

   The Honorary President voiced his concern that the contribution made 
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through the ‘private patients’ levy’ seemed to be diminishing and was 

unpredictable. The MA’s other main source of income was from annual membership 

subscriptions which, currently at about £5,500, just covered the administration costs 

of running the Association (secretarial and office expenses). He wondered whether 

in future newly appointed consultants to Moorfields should automatically have £25 

paid to the MA from their salaries annually, but be given the right to opt out. He also 

questioned whether Consultant Anaesthetists concerned with private surgery at the 

hospital could be asked to contribute to the private patients’ levy. These proposals 

were discussed and it was agreed that the matter should be referred to the Medical 

Committee for its views.   

 

6.  HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT. 

  The Honorary Treasurer presented the six months’ accounts ending June 30th 

2015. The MA currently has £54,703 with a working fund of £50,942.  Income since 

January 1st was £12,216, made up of membership subscriptions (£5,325), voluntary 

donations from the Moorfields consultant surgeons (£6,137) and concessionary fees 

for the Scientific Meeting together with money from the sale of the Moorfields 

History, ties, tote bags etc.  Outgoings totalled £10,302 which included 

administrative expenses, and the cost of holding the Residents Winter Dinner. A 

bursary for £1,000 had been awarded to Z. Jessa and £1,500 had been given to the 

College of Ophthalmologists as a contribution to the production of Hugh Williams’s 

DVD on the origins of lens implant surgery.  

            Future expenditure for 2015 was estimated to be £27,000. This included 

administration costs , support for bursaries and the John Lee Fund (£10,000), the 

Arsenal season tickets (£4,000), the Consultants’ Dinner (£7,500) and, amongst other 

items, grants for the City Road Reunion (£500) and the organisation of the 

Consultants v, Residents cricket match (£750). The estimated income for the rest of 

the year was £10,000 and allowing for the recouping of expenses for the Consultant’s 

Dinner it would leave the MA a working balance at the end of the year of about 

£40,000.  

7. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT.  

    Richard Keeler reported that the cataloguing of the whole collection of 

artefacts is about to commence with the help of Susan Hoyal and this will establish 

that these items are part of the Moorfields Collection;  the cataloguing being part of 

the project to identify the Moorfields Heritage. He has also been asked to set up a 

display case at Moorfields Croydon Eye Unit. 

   Wendy Franks, the MA Assistant Archivist, has almost completed the 



 

 5 
 

cataloguing of the large collection of fundus paintings and her next task is to sort out 

the vast slide collection into two parts – those slides of historical significance and 

those that could be used for teaching; all selected slides will be scanned. 

The Antiquarian Library has been professionally catalogued and is now on line 

through the UCL website. Recently 400 of these books and pamphlets dated between 

1720 and 1920 have been scanned and can now be viewed. This Library is now under 

the jurisdiction of the UCL Joint Library. 

  Richard Keeler reminded the meeting that the bi-centenary of the Royal 

Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital (fore-runner of the High Holborn Branch) occurs 

on December 7th 2016 and some thought will be given on how best to commemorate 

this. 

 

8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

i). Residents’ Winter Dinner.  This dinner inaugurated in February 2014 and 

previously hosted by members of both the MAA and the MSA was a great success 

and it was agreed that it should continue to be an annual event. 

ii) Consultants’ Dinner.  Last year the net cost for the Dinner was £2,838 but the MA 

had to pay out £8233 before it recouped £5,395 from the 83 guests (£65 per person). 

We are already committed this year by an advance payment of £714 but the cost to 

the MA could be reduced to a more affordable amount by increasing the price of a 

ticket to £70 and having a ‘sale or return’ policy on the wine. This suggestion will be 

considered by the organisers. 

iii) Arsenal Season tickets  The Committee agreed to continue this popular scheme 

for another year as it acknowledges the help of the staff who work for MEH. The cost 

to the MA remains at £4,000. 

iv)  Residents’ Summer Ball   The Residents had submitted a request for £5,840 as a 

bridging loan to underwrite the cost of hiring the Plaisterers’ Hall for a proposed 

Residents’ Summer Ball to be held in September 2015;  the organisation of this event 

still being in its early stages. The plan was to recoup the expenses of the Ball by the 

sale of tickets, raffles, tombolas etc. and through this to repay the MA. The proposal 

was discussed in full by the Committee who felt that there were too many issues not 

yet resolved and that the Association could not afford to risk a significant sum of 

money on a venture that might fail. The point was also made that the MA already 

spends a significant proportion of its funds on matters that are of direct benefit to the 

residents. 

v)  Cricket Match  The cricket match between seniors and juniors is due to take place 

on one of the Harrow School grounds on Sunday August 9th.  Basic equipment has 
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been purchased and is currently being stored in the Archive Room and items will 

carry the insignia of the MA in order to prevent their loss in the future. A request to 

the Friends of Moorfields for a grant of £500 to go towards replacing equipment lost 

in the hospital several years ago was turned down because the match involved only 

medical staff. The Honorary President purchased the equipment for £544.31 and the 

Committee agreed that he should be reimbursed. Two cricket balls were generously 

presented by David Boase who had also given advice on what equipment was 

needed and the score book was presented by the President.  

vi) Next President The Honorary President reminded the Committee that he and 

two members of the committee, David Boase and  David Gartry, were due to retire at 

the end of 2015 having served for 6 six years.  However since the new MA 

Constitution only came into force in 2014 they were theoretically entitled to stay on 

for another year with their new three-year terms being completed in February 2017. 

The Honorary President said that he would be prepared to serve until the end of 

2016 if the Committee so wished and members present answered in the affirmative. 

David Boase had already announced that he planned to step down at the end of the 

year and it was agreed that a replacement who was not based at Moorfields should 

be asked to join in his stead. The President would write to Professor Gartry to ask if 

he wished to remain on the Committee for a further year. It was also noted that for 

the first time since the MAA was founded there was no optometrist on the 

Committee, both Geoff Woodward and Michael Banes having died in office. The 

Honorary President had already written and spoken to Dan Ehrlich asking for a 

nomination but was yet to receive an answer.  

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

There being no further business the Meeting was closed at 1900 hrs. 

 

9.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:    

Management Committee: Thursday 29th October 2015 

AGM:  March 11th 2016 

 

 

 

 


