
MOORFIELDS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE MAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 25TH JANUARY 2013 

                   Held at the Institute of Child Health at 16.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: -     

Mr. Tim ffytche      -      Hon. President – in the Chair 

Mr. Peter McDonnell    -      Hon. Treasurer    

            

Mr. David Boase      -      Committee Member 

Prof. David Gartry       -      Committee Member 

Mr. Richard Keeler       -      Honorary Archivist 

Mr. Peter Leaver   -      Committee Member 

Mrs. Ann McIntyre        -      Committee Member 

Prof. Geoffrey Woodward  -      Committee Member 

 

Miss Michèle Beaconsfield  -      ex officio  

Mr. Declan Flanagan     -      ex officio 

Mr. John Pelly   -      ex officio 

Mr. Paul Sullivan   -      ex officio 

Mrs. Brenda Aveyard   -      In attendance. 

 

The Honorary President opened the meeting with a picture of the MAA logo  

painted by Peter Watson which is featured on the Lifetime Achievement Honours 

Board in the MAA Archive Room. He announced that this was the 10th Annual 

General Meeting of the Association and he repeated its original mission statement. 

Sadly he had to report that four people closely associated with Moorfields had died 

within the past year– Redmond Smith, Chris Earl, Ian Mackie and John Scott; 

members stood in silence for a few moments in their memory. 

The Meeting was reminded of the criteria for membership of the MAA and 

that the subscription remained at £25.  People in the audience who were not 

members of the MAA were urged to consider becoming formally associated with 

what was ‘arguably the most famous eye hospital in the world’. 
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1.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mr. Bill Aylward, Mr. Graham Duguid, Professor 

Andrew Elkington, Miss Wendy Franks, Professor John Marshall, Mr. Paul Sullivan 

and Professor Peter Watson. 

2.  MINUTES OF THE AGM on 27TH JANUARY 2012 

Minutes of the MAA 9th Annual General Meeting held on the 27th January 2012 were 

submitted and approved as a correct record. 

3.  MATTERS ARISING  

(i) Management Committee Changes 

The executive officers of the Management Committee have remained unchanged 

since last year but Ann McIntyre, having served six years as an Ordinary Member of 

the Committee, steps down and the appointment to replace her by Chris Timms, a 

fellow Orthoptist, was unanimously approved by a show of hands. The President 

thanked Ann for her work in the Association and on its behalf presented her with 

the new MAA tote bag and umbrella together with a bottle of pink champagne.  

(ii) Alterations to the MAA Constitution 

The original MAA constitution was drawn up at its inception in 2003 and the 

President paid tribute to Peter Leaver and John Bach who had formulated it. Some 

minor adjustments were needed after ten years: 

(a) The Scientific Officer (in charge of the Scientific Meeting) was added to the list of 

Ex Officio Members and the Senior Resident was removed from the list. 

(b) In order to give more leeway in the selection of Ordinary Members of the 

Committee the text of item 6.1.iii in the Constitution was altered to: ‘The seven 

Ordinary Members of the Management Committee shall be elected by and from the Ordinary 

and Honorary members of the MAA. These can comprise active or retired members from the 

London area or outside.’ 

(c) The date for the Business Meeting of the Management Committee was altered 

from the second Thursday in June to the second Thursday in July. 

(d) The MAA financial year was altered to January 1st to December 31st . 

These changes were accepted unanimously by the members present and the 

Constitution will be altered accordingly. 
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(iii) Sir Edward Lewis Foundation Bursaries 

Despite the success of the two bursaries of £1500 given in 2011 to Frank Larkin and 

Gill Adams to run a short teaching course in Yerevan, Armenia, the President was 

disappointed to report that no interest had been shown in 2012 and that there was a 

danger that the MAA would lose these awards. He urged senior members of the 

association to consider taking up the offer (details of which are on the MAA website) 

as it would give them a fascinating opportunity to teach in a different environment 

and would further the international reputation of Moorfields. 

4.  MAA ACTIVITIES  

The President reminded the Meeting that the three main objectives of the MAA 

were: information, education and the fostering of a ‘spirit of community’, he then 

went on to review each of these three components. 

Information: The importance of an up-to- date mailing list for MAA members is 

essential to enable Brenda Aveyard to communicate easily with individuals and with 

the Association in general. Much information is put on the MAA website, such as 

newsletters, Service reports, meeting announcements, reunions, bursaries and 

obituaries.  Bill Aylward has been given the task of carrying out an in-depth review 

of the way the website runs.  

The Meeting was instructed once again that to access the MAA website one should 

visit Moorfields Eye Hospital then click on Health Professionals where there is a section 

entitled Moorfields Alumni Association. 

In addition to the twice-yearly President’s Newsletter the website also publishes 

reports on Specialty Services at Moorfields.  Glaucoma, Refractive Surgery, 

Strabismus and Neuro-ophthalmology, Vitreoretinal and Corneal Services have 

already been featured. In 2013 the website will have reports on the Adnexal and 

A&E Services. The plan is to continue giving information on each Service in turn and 

to update it in a rolling programme. 

Education: The educational and social value of the Alumni Scientific Meeting (the 

34th) is well established. The new Moorfields Museum and Archive Room already 

has great potential for academic research into the history of Moorfields and 

ophthalmology in general.  
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The Stallard exhibition set up in the summer by Richard Keeler to celebrate the 

Olympics is a good example of this and is still on view. 

In addition the President announced that due to a significant decrease in annual 

expenses (to be high-lighted in the Hon. Treasurer’s report) the MAA has set aside 

the sum of £1,000 either as a single MAA Bursary or two of £500 which will be 

available to members in training to travel to national or international congresses or 

to visit post-graduate centres. The mechanisms for application and selection will be 

organised by Bill Aylward and information about these bursaries will be published 

on the MAA website shortly. 

Social events: The fostering of a ‘spirit of community’ is an important aspect of the 

MAA. The President showed photographs of two reunion lunches held in 2012 at the 

Medical Society of London in Chandos Street. The Olympian Reunion was held for 

Moorfields alumni born in or before 1952. It celebrated the Jubilee and the London 

Olympics and was followed by a showing of Hugh Williams’s DVD on Henry 

Stallard entitled ‘The Olympian Ophthalmologist’.  In October the second High 

Holborn Reunion Lunch was held with a talk by Richard Keeler on the history of the 

Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital up until the time it amalgamated with 

Moorfields to become the High Holborn Branch. Both reunions were well attended 

and further ones are planned this year. The President also took this opportunity to 

congratulate Brenda Billington OBE, Jonathan Jagger LVO and John Marshall MBE 

on their honours. 

The President summarised the benefits and privileges that were available to MAA 

members, but reminded the Meeting that membership of the Association should be 

more than just a passive involvement and that recruitment of new members and 

raising funds were key factors if it was to survive and prosper. He also expressed a 

desire to try to revive the annual cricket match to involve younger Moorfields 

alumni and their families, and members were asked to look around for suitable 

venues where this might take place. 

5. HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT 

Peter McDonnell presented the annual accounts which had been verified by an 

independent check. On 1st January 2012 the MAA balance stood at £19,114.41 and on 

31st December 2012 it was £13,968.25.  
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Income in the year was £9,587.  Subscriptions, which are always the main source of 

revenue, totalled £4,800 (cf. £4,475 in 2011). Receipts from those attending the two 

reunion lunches came to £2,225 and £245 was received from members taking up the 

concession to attend the AGM and subsequent events. Additional income came from 

the sale of books and ties. The President announced that a special High Holborn 

Fund has been set up for donations to commemorate the closure of the hospital 25 

years ago. This fund currently contained £283. 

Expenditure for the 2012 financial year was £14,733 of which £7069 was for the final 

payment for the Museum and Archive Room (see minutes of AGM in 2012). 

Additional outgoings included grants for the two reunions held in the year, expenses 

related to archival material and the Stallard Exhibition, and the purchase of items in 

the Archive Room.  Much of this was paid for initially from Richard Keeler’s 

personal account and funds from the MAA were used to reimburse him. 

A significant decrease in expenditure was due entirely to the generosity of Brenda 

Aveyard who announced in the summer that she was prepared to forego her 

monthly salary until she retired from her full-time NHS post at Moorfields. The 

implications of this magnanimous gesture are far-reaching as it will allow the MAA 

to expand its activities, particularly to the benefit of its members, and the Honorary 

Treasurer led the audience in heart-felt applause for Brenda. 

6. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT 

Richard Keeler gave his customary excellently illustrated report on the new 

Moorfields Museum and the Stallard Exhibition. He referred to the work being 

undertaken to catalogue and conserve many of the marvellous drawings and 

paintings of eye conditions that formed part of the MAA archival material. He 

introduced an important new project - the creation of a ‘History Board’ to be 

displayed in the hospital for view by the public, which will record pictorially the 

history of the present Moorfields and the several hospitals that fused in the past to 

form it.  The funding for this project will be provided by the High Holborn Fund.  

In the discussion following the CEO confirmed that he was very supportive of the 

idea and was looking for a prominent site in the hospital where the board could be 

displayed. The President thanked Richard Keeler on behalf of the membership for 

his great contribution to the MAA. 
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7.  LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

The 2012 Moorfields Alumni Association Lifetime Achievement Award was then 

introduced. This award is given to ‘an alumnus who has made a significant contribution 

to ophthalmology’ and the President reminded the audience of the criteria for selection 

which were presented and agreed at last year’s AGM. 

The President then introduced Professor Desmond Archer OBE who had been 

nominated in 2012 as the recipient of the award. In his delightful acceptance speech 

and using only one slide entitled ‘An Ophthalmic Journey’ (he was allowed two!), 

Professor Archer talked about the evolution of his career and paid tribute to his 

mentors and colleagues who had played a major role in it. It was a characteristically 

modest address from a popular ophthalmologist with a national and international 

reputation. This was emphasised by the President who presented Professor Archer 

with a scroll to commemorate the award and showed two slides high-lighting some 

of his many achievements.   

        A picture of the Honour’s Board with the words 2012 Desmond Archer newly 

inscribed was then shown, followed by two examples of portraiture by alumni – the 

sketch of John Lee by Bruce Noble and the painting of Patrick Trevor Roper by 

David Dorrell, the President called for more works of art created by Moorfields 

alumni to be displayed in the MAA Archive Room. 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The President raised the suggestion that the MAA might be expanded to include 

ophthalmic nurses who trained or worked at Moorfields. They would not be 

required to pay the full subscription, but would have all the current benefits of 

membership. The proposal will be discussed in the July Committee meeting and 

recommendations announced at the AGM in 2014. 

9. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next Management Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th July 2013 

and the next AGM for Friday 31st January 2014. 

The President ended the meeting by again expressing his gratitude to Brenda 

Aveyard for her generous gesture which had produced a ‘paradigm shift’ in the 

activities of the MAA. He thanked Michèle Beaconsfield- the MAA Scientific 

Representative, Joanne Birss – who deals with the MAA website, Stephen Dunham  
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our accountant, Wendy Franks – for her continued involvement in MAA matters, 

and Richard Keeler for all the work he does on our behalf. 

The Meeting closed at 17:15 pm 

 

  ooooooooooooooo000000000000000ooooooooooooooo 

 

The President then invited Peter Leaver to give the first High Holborn Lecture 

entitled  ‘Reflections of an old Buffer’. 

Following the lecture the President presented Mr. Leaver with an honorarium from 

the MAA which, with great generosity, was immediately donated to the High Holborn Fund. 

 

 


