
 
 

MOORFIELDS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE MAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING –  29th JANUARY 2010 

Held at the Institute of Child Health at 15:40 p.m. 
 
 

PRESENT:- Mr. Peter Watson  -  Hon. President - in the chair 
   

Mr. Bill Aylward  - ex officio 
Miss Michèle Beaconsfield - ex officio 
Mr. Dan Ehrlich   Committee Member 
Mr. Tim ffytche  - Committee Member 
Miss Wendy Franks  - Hon. Executive Secretary   
Mr. Richard Keeler  - ex officio 

                   Mr. Peter Leaver   Committee Member 
Mr. John Lee   - ex officio 
Mrs Ann McIntyre  - Committee Member 
Mr. John Pelly  - ex officio 
Mr. Paul Sullivan  - ex officio 

       
  Mrs. Brenda M. Aveyard - In attendance. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received from Mr. Stephen King. 
 
2.       MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on the 9th July 2009 

were submitted and approved as a correct record. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
 

(i) The Hon. President, Mr. Peter Watson opened the meeting by 
announcing that it was the end of his term of office and that he would 
be standing down at the end of today’s meeting. 

 
(ii) Resignations from Members of the Committee who had fulfilled their 

term of office were received from  Professor Desmond Archer, Mr. 
Anthony Atkinson, Mr. Luke Herbert and Dr. Margaret Leigh 

 
(iii) The following members were nominated and seconded to sit on the 

Committee:-   
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Hon. President  -    Mr. Timothy ffytche 
 
Members of the Committee Mr. David Boase 
     Professor David Gartry 
     Mr. Peter McDonnell  

 
 

A show of hands from the membership present at the meeting agreed 
with the above proposals. 

  
(iv) Obituary 
 

The deaths of Professor Barrie Jones CBE, Miss Barbara Lee MBE and 
Professor Colin Kirkness were announced and a minute’s silence held to 
remember them. 
 

4.      UPDATE ON ARTEFACTS 
 
 A most interesting presentation given by Mr. Richard Keeler highlighted the 

enormous task he and his colleague Mr. Peter Leaver were currently 
undertaking to archive a huge collection of artefacts for conservation.  

 
The archive consists of photographs, documents, water colours, antiquarian 
books and pamphlets as well as the Henry Stallard archive that has been 
added, (on loan from the Royal College of Ophthalmologists). 

 
 At our last meeting Mr. Keeler announced they would apply for a grant from 

the Wellcome Trust to scope the amount of work that needed to be done and 
this was successful. They received a comprehensive 76-page document, 
detailing how they should go about to bring the archive up-to-date and he 
briefly explained what they had to do to achieve this. 

          
 The photographs have to be catalogued, cleaned and re-housed.  
 

There are original documents from the building of the Hospital right through 
to anniversaries, which are totally uncatalogued that need to be cleaned and 
re-packaged in archival boxes and folders.  

 
 

Two samples of early 19th century, extremely beautiful watercolours were 
displayed on slides and Mr. Keeler stated that some items in the collection 
were clean and good but many were dirty. The recommendations were for 
them to be cleaned, catalogued and sleeve-hinged then stored in archival 
boxes. 
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Antiquarian books –  there are about 1200 books, some in various stages of 
disrepair; the recommendation is that shelving should be re-organised to have 
all the same depth of shelves because lots of large books are lying flat. There 
is a question of what should be done with 123 books identified as not being 
up to par. 
 
Pamphlets, which are the treasures of this archive, and there are about a 
hundred of these, are being catalogued by Peter Leaver and he is preparing a 
spreadsheet. The recommendation is we continue with the cataloguing so we 
know what is in them, clean and digitise them.  

  
 The Henry Stallard archive consists of pamphlets on his surgery as well as 70 

of his medals including his 1924 Olympic medal.  The velvet housing the 
medals is not of a satisfactory standard and the medals have to be re-housed. 

 
 In his summary Mr. Keeler confirmed that the store is in a reasonable 

condition, the Wellcome Trust approved it, as well as the humidity and heat 
control. The packaging is complex because of the variety of items which will 
create a lot more boxes, and as we have not got the space, digitisation is 
recommended. The Wellcome Trust stated they would only be interested in 
funding items that have a generic content but it may be possible to obtain 
another grant for the Nettleship papers and for restoration of the 
watercolours. 

 
 Portraits – those from the passage leading to the boardroom, those previously 

hanging in the boardroom and two from the Institute of Ophthalmology (11 in 
total) are now being stored at the Royal College of Ophthalmology.  Mr. 
Keeler gave a brief history on the sitter of each portrait, the condition of each 
painting and the work involved for restoration.     

 
 
 The President expressed his thanks to both Messrs. Keeler and Leaver and 

congratulated them on a fantastic job. 
 
Mr. Leaver responded by asking the Membership for their approval to use 
some of the MAA funds for the restoration work and to digitise the archives.  
Unanimous agreement was received and this work will be carried out. 

 
Mr. Stephen Tuft asked about the works by the artist Terry Tarrant. Mr. 
Keeler advised that a good response had been received from the membership 
and he now has around 400 paintings. He would be pleased to receive further 
donations. 
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5.  HON. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 Mr. Watson drew attention to the Statement of Account and told Members 

that at this stage some of the MAA funds ought to have been committed, 
together with a large donation promised by the City of London, for a 
museum/exhibition centre in the Hospital. The donation had to be declined 
because space for the centre could not be found, although three different 
sites had been promised then withdrawn. He felt that a significant proportion 
of the funds should now be kept in order to achieve our aim for a 
museum/exhibition centre at a future date. 

 
The president said the good news was that the MAA is still in existence and 
now recognised as part of the hospital structure, we are able to attend the 
annual MAA Scientific Meeting, we have some excellent insignia to help in 
increasing our funds and Richard Keeler and Peter Leaver were busy with the 
archiving. 

 
 He expressed grateful thanks to the retiring Committee Members for all the 

help and support they have given during their term of office, to Miss Ann 
McIntyre and Miss Wendy Franks for their hard work during his Presidency to 
make things happen and to Ms. Brenda Aveyard for keeping everyone up-to-
date.  He hoped over the next year there would be some stability in the 
Hospital systems so that we could go ahead and accomplish some of the MAA 
objectives. 

 
 He advised Alumni Members that at the July 2009 Committee Meeting 

Professor Alan Bird had been nominated for the Lifetime Achievement Award.  
 

This was not presented today because Professor Bird could not attend the 
meeting owing to an outstanding commitment to lecture at the American 
Academy of Science. This presentation will take place at the January 2011 
Alumni Meeting.  

 
 Mr. Watson concluded his report by extending good wishes for the future and 

an enjoyable term of office to his successor Mr. Timothy ffytche and the new 
Committee Members. 

 
 Thanks were also accorded to Mr. Hugh Williams for offering DVDs to 

Members of Alumni of his outstanding presentation on the life of Henry 
Stallard.  

  
   6.    TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
           Miss Wendy Franks presented the accounts in Mr. King’s absence. 
 
 Attention was drawn to the annual subscriptions, which amounted to £14,405. 

Bank charges which had previously been waived had again been added and 
this item will be clarified with the finance department. There was an operating  
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     profit and a fund balance of £36,162.36. Miss Franks confirmed that some of 
the funds will now be used to restore and re-house the archive collection. 

 
 Mr. ffytche, Hon. President-elect thanked Mr. Watson for all his hard work and 

for the enormous amount of time he had spent on behalf of the MAA over the 
last three years and gave an account of this and of his outstanding 
achievements during his career. He asked the membership for agreement to 
Mr. Watson being awarded Life Membership of the MAA. The membership 
voted unanimously in favour of this proposal.  

     
7.      MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
          
          Mr. Bill Aylward announced he would be standing down from his post of 

Medical Director and gave an amusing overview of his last year in office.  Mr. 
Declan Flanagan will take on the challenge of the Medical Directorship from 
the 1st of February 2010. 

 
8.       ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
          
        There was no other business to discuss. 

 
9.     DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

     
   MAA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – 17th June 2010 
   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  28TH JANUARY 2011. 
 
    -o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

 
 
WAF/BMA/April 2010. 
 


