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The death of Christopher Earl at the age of 86 deprives British Medicine of one 

of the leading figures in the field of Neuro-ophthalmology. There has been a 

long tradition of inspirational neurologists being on the staff of Moorfields Eye 

Hospital including Sir Gordon Holmes, Lord Brain, and Swithin Meadows, with 

Hughlings Jackson and Sir William Gowers being closely involved in the early 

days. They were fascinated as was Christopher Earl by the unique localisation 

provided by intimate study of the eyes, and the motor and sensory visual 

pathways. 

   Christopher Earl was born in Derbyshire, trained at Guys Hospital, where he 

entered his neurology training as a Neurology Registrar. This meant he was 

influenced by Sir Charles Symonds, a meticulous observer who kept a card on 

every patient, and Dr McCardle, an obsessive clinician whose examination and 

treatment of patients extended well into nocturnal territory. A spell in Boston 

with Denny Brown and exposure to Miller Fisher provided a balancing 

international perspective. 

His Consultant appointments were at the National Hospital, The Middlesex 

Hospital and the High Holborn Branch of Moorfields. In addition he was a Civil 

Consultant to the RAF, a long-standing member of the Medical Defence Union, 

a President of the ABN, and of the Neurology Section of the RSM. His papers 

were few but poignant, and his research was mainly at the bedside as a clinical 

academic with encyclopaedic knowledge and experience. He breathed 

erudition, common sense, and integrity and these assets were used to benefit 

all the institutions he served with such devotion. He was accorded the signal 

honour of being a ‘doctor’s doctor’. In the early seventies he was one of the 

Consultants seen at the National on Saturday mornings who was there to 

review, discuss the many challenging patients, and to enjoy the privilege of 

studying medicine. 
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