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From the time that sub-specialty services were established Moorfields in the early 1990s, 
the Cataract Service had been separated from the Corneal and the Refractive Services. 
The Cataract Service has grown steadily both in volume and staff numbers under the 
guidance of Michael Miller during the first decade of the new millennium and has now 
grown to become an international center for surgical teaching and training. Cataract 
surgery was in the past considered non-specialized surgery for all ophthalmic surgeons 
but this has changed dramatically in the last two decades due to technology revolutions 
and increasing demands for perfect sight from patients and now only specialist cataract 
surgeon can achieve the least complications rates and best patients’ outcomes. This has 
led to a worldwide recognition of cataract surgery as a real subspecialty within 
ophthalmology. The modern aims of cataract surgery are not any more simply to remove 
the cataract but to give our patients the best possible outcomes, the least dependence on 
spectacles and close to “zero” complications rate. 
 
 In addition to City Road, cataract clinics and surgeries are undertaken at St Ann’s 
Cataract Centre (where more than 25% of all Moorfields Cataract Surgery takes place), 
St. George’s, Northwick Park, Ealing, Potters Bar, Bedford, Mile End, Croydon, and 
Roehampton. We have four dedicated cataract only fellows, two combined cataract and 
retinal fellows, and four combined cataract and A/E fellows. All fellows are chosen in an 
annual international competition, the standard of which seems to rise every year. 
Moreover, all ST3 specialist trainees are trained in modern cataract surgery by the 
Cataract Service Consultants. The Cataract Service sees more that 30,000 patients per 
year between news and follow-ups. Over 12,000 cataract procedures are undertaken 
annually, with a case-mix that includes a high proportion of complex cases. 
 
Clinical multitasking is increasingly important and in 2103 we introduced a new 
combined medical retina and cataract fellowship that trains medical retinal specialist in 
advanced cataract surgery providing them with both expertise: retina and cataract surgery 
together at the best. 
 
 Femtosecond laser assisted cataract surgery represents the major advancement in 
cataract surgery since Charles Kelman in USA introduced phacoemulsification 
technology in ophthalmology about 50 year ago. Femtosecond Laser technology is set to 
further ameliorate the outcomes of modern cataract surgery by automatizing the cataract 
surgical procedure. Moorfields is already offering femtosecond laser cataract surgery in 
the private sector and this will be extended to our NHS patients from December 2014, 
initially within a research study comparing manual versus femtosecond laser assisted 
cataract surgery in NHS settings. We have also introduced in the cataract service toric 
IOL as standard of care at Moorfields in 2014, thus to correct the visual needs of highly 
astigmatic patients on the NHS and further improve their vision. 
 
The cataract service is very active in research and makes a significant contribution to 
activity of the Biomedical Research Centre. We have conducted several randomized 
clinical trials and have an active Moorfields IOL study group of which not only 



Consultants are members but also we have the invaluable collaboration of visual 
scientists such as prof Gary Rubin from UCL and the Institute of Ophthalmology. We 
have completed original research in the fields of aspheric IOLs, monovision and 
multifocal IOLs and now are about to start another important trial comparing 
femtosecond versus standard cataract surgery. 
 
Moorfields resources and reputation make it an exceptional institution in which to train 
in modern cataract surgery and to work as a consultant. A continually expanding range of 
anterior segment imaging technologies, biometry (we just acquired one of the first 
Alladin combined laser interferometry and topography machine) and up-to-date cataract 
surgery technologies are available to us for the ultimate benefit of our patients. In 
addition to that, we have outstanding support from our optometrists. Aneel Suri is the 
optometrist lead in the cataract service and him, together with Wendy Newson have 
initiated at the first direct community optometrist referral schemes for the final benefit 
and convenience of our patients. As a team of ophthalmologists, optometrists, nurses, 
anesthesiologists and all the other many health professionals involved in the cataract 
surgical service we take great pride in improving our patients’ sight. 
 
It is a privilege and a pleasure to work in such an Institution as Moorfields for us all and 
we are all proud of belonging to Moorfields 
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Vincenzo Maurino Director Cataract Service  (corneal, refractive, cataract)  
Badrul Hussain  Deputy Director Cataract Service (cataract, A/E)  
 
Bruce Allan   (corneal, refractive and cataract) 
David Bessant  (cataract and medical retina) 
Carol Cunningham  (cataract only) 
Linda Ficker    (corneal, refractive and cataract) 
Gus Guzzard   (cataract and glaucoma) 
Alex Ionides   (cataract, refractive) 
Michael Miller   (cataract only) 
Miriam Miniham  (cataract and VR) 
Geoge Saleh   (cataract and ocluplastics) 
Valerie Saw    (corneal, refractive and cataract)  
Stephen Tuft    (corneal, refractive and cataract) 
Seema Verma   (cataract, A/E) 
Martin Watson   (corneal and cataract) 
Mark Wilkins   (corneal, refractive and cataract) 
 


