
Sir Patrick Holmes Sellors 

Patrick Holmes Sellors, who died at the age of 76 on the 30th of September 2010, was 

a prominent figure in UK ophthalmology in the latter part of the 20th century. The 

son of Sir Thomas Holmes Sellors, President of the Royal College of Surgeons, he 

was educated at Rugby School, Oriel College Oxford and The Middlesex Hospital 

and received his ophthalmic training at the High Holborn branch of Moorfields. It is 

an indication of the esteem in which he was held at the time that he was appointed 

as Consultant to St. Georges Hospital at the young age of 31.  

His initial interest lay in retinal surgery but he later became more of a general 

ophthalmologist and there followed part-time consultant appointments to the Royal 

Marsden Hospital and the Croydon Eye Unit.  He had a flourishing private practice 

and was an honorary consultant to King Edward VIIth Hospital for Officers and St. 

Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy. In 1974 he was appointed Surgeon Oculist to the 

Royal Household and in 1980 to H.M. The Queen and for his services he was made 

LVO in 1990 and KCVO on retiring in 1999.  

Patrick was actively involved in the running of UK ophthalmology throughout his 

professional life. He was secretary of the Ophthalmological Society of the United 

Kingdom (OSUK -the forerunner of the College) and later served on the College 

Council, representing South West Thames. He was Chairman of the Examinations 

Committee, and candidates who misread his benign almost avuncular demeanour 

during the DO often found that they had seriously misjudged the situation, for he 

expected high standards.  He was President of the Ophthalmic Section of the RSM, 

Deputy Master of the Oxford Congress and President of the Southern 

Ophthalmological Society and was made an Honorary Fellow of the College in 2000. 

His wide knowledge on subjects in and outside ophthalmology and his dry sense of 

humour made Patrick an inspirational teacher and he was co-author with Roger 

Coakes of ‘An Outline of Ophthalmology’ a popular textbook among trainees and 

undergraduates which went to two editions. As one of the Trustees of the Lady 

Allerton Fund he was able to help fund the first clinical trials of the diode laser and 

the early work in the UK of optical coherence tomography as well as other projects. 

Although he wrote chapters in two books and a small number of papers he never 

published a great deal, his main skill lying in an important and often neglected 

aspect of the specialty – medico-legal work. His ability to see incisively to the root of 

a problem, to analyse it critically and to argue his case won him great respect in the 

Medical Defence Union whose Council he joined in 1977 and many is the time that 



his private consulting room would be filled with bulky tomes concerning 

professional misdemeanours for him to give an opinion on and help resolve. He 

represented ophthalmic interests in and out of court and his lectures to colleagues on 

the legal pitfalls that lay in wait for the unwary will be long remembered and on his 

retirement from the MDU in 2003 he was made an Honorary Fellow. Until 1997 he 

was also a member of the General Optical Council. 

Patrick will be remembered by friends, colleagues and patients for his wisdom, 

kindness and courtesy, an amusing raconteur and a staunch friend, although 

beneath that amiable surface lay a strong character who did not always suffer fools 

gladly. He retired to Norfolk to read, to garden, to paint, to play golf and to walk his 

dog, with occasional excursions to London to go to the theatre, concerts and various 

functions, and to Australia to see family. He married Gillian Swallow, an SRN, in 

1961 who survives him with his three children. 
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