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MOORFIELDS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 

       5.30pm – Thursday 26th October 2017 

VENUE:  SEMINAR ROOM, LIBRARY, INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

PRESENT: -     

Tim ffytche      -       Honorary President – in the Chair 

Larry Benjamin  - Honorary President-Elect 

Peter McDonnell  -        Honorary Treasurer 

Michael Falcon  - Committee Member 

Wendy Franks  - Assistant Archivist   

David Gartry    - Committee Member 

Emma Jones   -  Committee Member 

Andrew Milliken                 -           Committee Member 

Poornima Rai  - Committee Member 

Geoffrey Rose  - Committee Member 

 

James Acheson  - ex officio 

Dan Ezra   - ex officio 

Declan Flanagan  - ex officio 

Susan Hoyal   - Administrative Secretary 

 

1.  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS   No new members were present. 

2.  APOLOGIES were received from Graham Duguid, Gus Gazzard, Richard Keeler, 

David Probert, Katherine Raven and Martin Watson. 

3.  MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON JULY 13th  2017  

The Minutes of the Committee Meeting held July 13th were circulated to members of 

the Committee and published on the MA website prior to the meeting and approved 

as a correct record.  
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4.  MATTERS ARISING. 

i) Bursaries:  A total of £5,517 has been awarded for bursaries this year. £3,717 has 

already been paid and a further £1,800 is due.  

           5 new requests were submitted: 

 Dr Lai-Yeung Ngai.  Glaucoma fellow at Moorfields to attend the EUGS meeting in 

Florence, Italy in May 2018 to present a paper on ‘Quality improvement of general 

cataract operations that take place on the glaucoma surgical list’.  A grant of £600 

was agreed. 

Simon Fung. Moorfields clinical fellow, now working in the USA, requested 550 

euros (£490} to pay for colour illustrations in an article on a prospective clinical 

study on mobile laser assisted paediatric cataract surgery. The committee felt that as 

he was no longer working at Moorfields this request did not accord with the criteria 

for a Moorfields Association bursary and it was therefore declined. 

Requests for £900 each from 3 Optometrists.  

Emily Minchin – trainee optometrist 

Emma McVeigh – resident optometrist 

Naomi O’Brart - resident optometrist  

These bursaries are to cover the cost of attending a course at the School of Health 

Sciences, City University of London to get the Professional Certificate in Medical 

Retina. The Committee was informed that circumstances had recently altered in the 

funding of such academic requests to the Department of Optometry and that these 

could be considered as ‘one-off’.  It was agreed that since it was probable that all 

three optometrists would continue their careers at Moorfields the hospital would 

benefit directly from their advanced training. After a lengthy discussion the 

Committee agreed to give a bursary of £300 to each applicant. 

ii)  Reunions:  This year’s City Road reunion lunch was due to take place at the 

Medical Society of London on Friday October 27th. Two guest speakers had been 

invited – Tony Chignell and Andy Richards -to talk about their charitable work and 

the meeting will also be addressed by David Probert, CEO of Moorfields.  

iii) John Lee Fund:  The Committee had already agreed to donate £5,000 to the 

College in support of The Fight for Sight/John Lee/Royal College of 

Ophthalmologists Primer Fellowship Award and the Honorary Treasurer will 

authorise this payment from the MA General Fund. It was felt however that in 

future John Lee’s name should be commemorated by inaugurating a John Lee 



 

 3 
 

Lecture and medal, funded by the MA, to be delivered annually in conjunction with 

the Paediatric Session at the Moorfields Alumni Meeting. This was agreed. 

iv) Scientific Meeting.   The next Moorfields Alumni Meeting will take place on 

March 16th 2018 at the RSM and, as in 2017; the MA has agreed to pay conference 

fees for certain residents and fellows.  Dan Ezra had reported to the Committee in 

July that the Dinner at the RSM following the meeting was a success but that few 

residents and fellows attended, possibly because of the costs.  In the past many 

consultants paid for junior staff to attend but this no longer seemed to be the case 

and he suggested that the MA might consider subsidising a certain number. The 

Committee agreed that £5,000 should be made available to the Moorfields Alumni 

Meeting to be used for the John Lee Lecture/medal, and for support for the residents 

to attend the meeting and the Dinner. 

v) Private Patients’ Levy   The MA’s main and vital source of income (75%) is the 

voluntary contribution from consultants undertaking private practice in the hospital. 

Information on this activity has previously been obtained from Moorfields Private 

which had now raised the issue that under potential information governance it 

should not be releasing information about individual’s private earnings to third 

parties (the MA) without their specific permission. There was a prolonged 

discussion on this with a number of possible solutions and the President agreed to 

relay the Committee’s views to the CEO whom he was meeting the next day. 

 

 vi) Service Reports.  Gill Adams has provided an update on the Strabismus and 

Neuro-ophthalmology Service written by her in 2011.  

vii) Consultants’ Dinner.    James Acheson announced that this year’s Consultants’ 

Dinner would be held on November 17th at a new venue and that Richard Collin and 

Seema Verma will be the guests of honour.  The MA committee had agreed to cover 

any costs that might occur if a lack of interest or mass cancellations made the event 

uneconomical. No such costs had been requested at the time of the meeting. 

 

viii)  High Holborn Lecture.  Michèle Beaconsfield had agreed to give the sixth High 

Holborn Lecture. She will talk on the subject of women in ophthalmology.  

5.  HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT.   Peter McDonnell presented a summary 

of the MA’s financial situation as on 30th September 2017. The current working fund 

was £42,637 with £6,004 in the savings fund, making a total of £48,641.  These 
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figures excluded the High Holborn fund, the Residents’ fund and the OAEE fund 

which are ring-fenced. 

Income since January 1st 2017 was £16,322 made up of membership subscriptions 

£5,300,  voluntary donations from the Moorfields consultant surgeons  £9,727, 

income recouped from the 2016 High Holborn Reunion and this year’s Residents’ 

Dinner £1,155 and concessionary fees for the Alumni Meeting together with money 

from the sale of the Moorfields History, ties, tote bags etc.   

Expenditure was £10,760 which included administrative expenses and staff costs 

£3,875 bursary awards so far totalling £2,608 (plus £1,109 from OAEE), payment of 

conference fees for junior staff presenting  at the Alumni Meeting £810 and the costs 

of organising social events for the Residents and High Holborn alumni £3,357 (£1,155 

recouped from participants). 

Forecast for the remainder of 2017  Further income was uncertain and depended on 

the resolution of the PP Levy contribution issue. The confirmed net expenditure was 

estimated to be about £13,000 which included administration costs £1,625, agreed 

bursaries £1,800, donation to the College £5,000, Arsenal season tickets £3,750, and a 

grant for the City Road Reunion (£600). This would leave the MA with a working 

fund of at least £35,600 at the end of its financial year. 

The current estimated financial commitment for 2018 was over £24,000 which 

included a grant of £5,000 to the Alumni Meeting, bursaries £6,500 (including £1,500 

agreed at the current meeting), social events £3,200, Arsenal tickets £4,000 and 

administration £5,500. 

6. HON. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT Wendy Franks, the Assistant Archivist, reported 

that items belonging to Professor Sorsby’s unit at the Royal Eye Hospital had been 

given to the Moorfields Association by Gordon Plant and that they would be 

catalogued. She had written to Terry Tarrant concerning his illustrations and 

paintings and had received a lovely reply with the characteristic signature 

unchanged – to be added to the Archives. She also wished to acknowledge the great 

help given to her in the Library by Debbie Heatlie and Desta Bokre. 

7.  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT.  The Honorary President confirmed that he would be 

stepping down from office at the end of the AGM on March 16th 2018. He did 

however ask that as a final act of his Presidency he would like to introduce Michèle 

Beaconsfield when she delivered the High Holborn lecture. The Committee readily 

agreed to this request.  
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8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(i). Residents’ Winter Dinner.  The fifth dinner is planned for Friday 23rd February 

2018.  Following the dinner Larry Benjamin and Jason Ho will give a talk on their 

experience with ORBIS and David Probert will be asked to update the audience on 

the current and future plans for the hospital. A grant of £2,500 was agreed and the 

following offered to host the event on behalf of the Moorfields Association:  Declan 

Flanagan, David Gartry, Emma Jones, Poornima Rai, and Geoffrey Rose in addition 

to the Honorary President. ,   

ii) Arsenal Season tickets.  Payment for this season’s tickets has not yet been made 

and David Gartry agreed to expedite this. The MA will continue to finance this 

popular donation to the non-clinical staff when the 2018/19 season starts. 

iii) Cricket Match.  The Honorary President had hoped to announce the result of the 

this year’s ‘Seniors v. Juniors’ cricket match planned for September 30th in 

Paddington but sadly the match was cancelled due partly to the unavailability of 

players on both sides and also to the adverse weather forecast (false as it turned 

out!). A match involving a full complement of players against another ophthalmic 

centre (possibly St. Thomas’s) is to be arranged early next season. 

iv) Retirements. In addition to the retirement of the Honorary President in 2018, 

Peter McDonnell, the Honorary Treasurer and David Gartry will also be retiring 

from the Committee.  Gus Gazzard takes over the role of Honorary Treasurer. 

Declan Flanagan may also be stepping down next year from his ex officio position as 

Medical Director.  

v) Residents’ Fund.   The Committee decided to make a small annual contribution of 

£200 to the Residents’ Fund which is held within the MA account. 

    -------------------------------------------------------------- 

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 1905 hrs with a small 

champagne reception for the Committee as guests of the Honorary President. 

 

9.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:  

AGM:  16th March 2018  

Management Committee:  tba 


