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At last we held a Moorfields’ cricket match and there is a broken stump to prove it.  It wasn’t an 

easy thing to do – new equipment had to be purchased by the MA to replace the old kit and score 

book which had ‘disappeared’ from the hospital premises.  A pitch had to be found and thanks to 

Robin Hamilton the match took place in August on one of Harrow School’s hallowed grounds. 

The sun had to be shining for this was to be a family event, and it did; and the seniors had to beat 

the juniors, and they did - with a little help from their friends! 

We have been liberal this summer:  over £5,000 awarded in bursaries, making a total of £6,000 for 

the year, and a contribution of £5,000 to the John Lee Fellowship Fund Quiz Night enabling the 

organisers to achieve a net profit of £11,000.  We continue to donate pairs of tickets for the 

nineteen Arsenal home games and, if they take place, Champions League matches to non-medical 

staff at MEH as a way of thanking them for all their help during the year. And on a smaller scale, 

we gave £250 to the residents to support their skills lab allowing them to practise procedures such 

as corneal suturing and squint surgery. 

At the end of October the MA organised the biennial lunch for City Road alumni who had worked 

at the hospital before the turn of the century. The group numbered forty and was entertained by 

talks from Professor Dafydd Thomas, the neurologist, who in the past had worked at MEH as well 

as other ophthalmic centres in the capital and treated the audience to amusing anecdotes of his 

dealings with ophthalmologists.  Declan Flanagan followed and brought the audience up- to-date 

with the current status of Moorfields and its plans for the future.  Next year it will be the turn of 

High Holborn and this will coincide with the 200th anniversary of its forerunner the Royal 

Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. 

This autumn sees the publication on the MA website of our twelfth Service Report designed to 

inform those not working at MEH of the composition and activities of the various departments; 

this is from the Orthoptic Department and completes the series.  Next year we will start again with 

an update of the original one on the Glaucoma Service written by Wendy Franks and published in 

2010  

 

 



 It’s a fairly extensive list of activities but sadly one that may have to be  trimmed in the future - 

unless the MA can ensure a reliable and predicable income; an income that would allow the 

Association to plan ahead with the confidence that its promises could be kept.   Since the MA 

came into existence over a year and a half ago it has had two main sources of income – from 

subscriptions, and through the generous contributions from the Moorfields surgeons operating on 

private cases in the hospital. 

 

The annual membership subscriptions, which are currently at about £5,500, cover the 

administration costs of running the Association (secretarial and office expenses); and the drive to 

increase membership and to recover lapsed subscriptions continues. A suggestion has been made 

that, in future, all new consultants to Moorfields should automatically have £25 paid annually to 

the MA from their salaries, but be given the right to opt out. The possibility of incorporating this 

into new contracts will be explored further after discussion by the Medical Committee. 

 

Sadly, the amount from the ‘private patients’ levy’ is diminishing and is unpredictable.  It is 

accepted that the present situation for consulting surgeons operating on private cases at 

Moorfields is complicated by a number of factors, some of which are responsible for the loss of 

revenue to the MA, and to help matters henceforth an annual ‘levy’ will be made, with the next 

request for contributions covering the period from April 30th – December 31st 2015. This topic has 

been the main subject for discussion at recent MA Committee meetings and several ideas as to 

how the situation might be improved have been put forward. All will be investigated further, with 

the aim of producing a guaranteed level of annual income to allow the MA to plan its activities in 

advance. Although the financial cushion at present is reasonable it is not limitless, and an early 

resolution of the current situation would help both the surgeons as donors and the MA as 

recipient. 

  

On the administrative side, the office is functioning well and Susan Hoyal is at her desk in the 

Friends’ Office on Thursday afternoons when she can be contacted on 0207 251 1240.  

And so, as the winter nights draw in and I listen to the tramp of feet marching in support of Jose 

Mourinho or protesting against Crossrail 2 building a station, it only remains for me to thank 

Susan Hoyal, Peter McDonnell, Richard Keeler, Chris Timms and Stephen Dunham (our finance 

officer) and to wish you all a happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing you at the AGM on 

March 11th. 

Tim ffytche 

Honorary President. 

 


