
 

 

                 President’s  Newsletter.  

               November 2104 

The past six months have been eventful. The newly formed Moorfields 

Association (MA) is now firmly established within the hospital with an office, a 

secretary, a website (mas@moorfields.nhs.uk) and a new mission statement. Sadly a 

significant era ended with the retirement of Brenda Aveyard from the post of 

Administrative Secretary. It was she who was in at the beginning of it all in 2004, 

and it was her generous decision to give her services free that allowed the alumni to 

support the junior clinical staff of the hospital with bursaries to advance their 

training. The MA will always be grateful to Brenda for her wise guidance and 

unfailing support over its formative ten years. 

 Acquiring an office as a focal point is a major leap forward. The Friends of 

Moorfields have kindly lent the MA a desk in their office which is on the ground 

floor next to the old entrance of the hospital. Susan Hoyal, who also works for the 

Friends, started as the new Administrative Secretary on September 1st and is at the 

MA desk on Thursday afternoons when she can be contacted on 0207 566 2027. She 

is organising the MA website and is attempting to trace the scores of missing 

subscriptions (mostly inadvertent) that were mentioned in the May newsletter this 

year. She has already enrolled nine new members of the association!   

 The mission statement has been altered to reflect the change in emphasis in 

our aims. It now reads ‘The Association will promote educational and social activities for 

current and past clinical staff at Moorfields Eye Hospital’ and our constitution has been 

amended accordingly.  This allows the MA to fulfil its promise to members of the 

old Moorfields Alumni Association (MAA) that following its merger earlier in the 

year with the Moorfields Surgeons Association (MSA) there would be no reduction 

in activities undertaken previously by the MAA. Of course other changes had to be 

made, including to the MAA logo; and Peter Watson has skilfully adapted the 

lettering on the cartouche he made for our Honours Board to the new name of the 

association. 

           Our expanding activities within the hospital will be helped by co-opting more 

members onto the MA Management Committee and the Chairman of the Medical 

Committee, James Acheson, has been made an ex officio member and we have also 

asked a representative of the recently appointed consultants, Poornima Rai to join 
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the Committee. 

 The money received from the voluntary contributions of the Moorfields’s 

surgeons has enabled the MA to increase its support for educational activities. We 

were thus able to give £5000 in bursaries to six junior clinical staff at the hospital this 

year - one grant going to an optometrist to present a paper at the meeting of the 

International Perimetry Association. Details of these grants can be read in the 

minutes of the MA Committee Meeting held on July 10th and published on the MA 

website. In addition the MA gave a donation of £5000 to the John Lee Fellowship 

Fund; this was used to organise the Quiz Night run by the College in September, the 

event raising £11,500 after expenses.  

         Two social events have recently taken place with MA support:  An enjoyable 

High Holborn Reunion was held at the Medical Society of London on October 24th 

with 38 alumni attending. After the lunch Rita Ohri gave a talk on her experiences 

working in Africa and Papua New Guinea and this was followed by Declan 

Flanagan who described the current situation of the hospital and its future plans. 

The MA funded this year’s Moorfields Consultants’ Dinner, previously supported 

by the MSA, and a successful one was held on November 14th.  

              Please note that the Moorfields Association AGM will be held during the 

Scientific Meeting on February 13, 2015 which will take place at the RSM. Details of 

the meeting and the concessions available to MA members will be circulated nearer 

the time. 

             At 11am on November 11th the hospital held a short ceremony to unveil a 

commemorative board depicting the role of Moorfields in the First World War. The 

board was fashioned by Richard Keeler, the MA Archivist, and Alan Lacey and 

presented by the MA. It is on display in the corridor leading from the new main 

entrance to the old one. 

              It only remains for me to thank Bill Aylward, Peter McDonnell, Chris 

Timms, Richard Keeler, Stephen Dunham (our finance officer) and Susan Hoyal for 

all their help and to wish everyone a Happy Christmas with the hope of seeing many 

of you in 2015. 

Tim ffytche 

Honorary President. 

 


