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The Moorfields Alumni Association continues to move forward and has just fulfilled 

one of its prime ambitions. The dream of the two previous Honorary Presidents, Peter 

Leaver and Peter Watson, was to have a focal point within the hospital precincts that 

would always be associated with the MAA..  Initial schemes to site this in the main 

hospital fell through because of lack of space, but this year an area was identified in the 

Library of the Institute of Ophthalmology which would be suitable, and this has now 

been elegantly and thoughtfully converted into the Moorfields Museum and The 

Alumni Joint Library and Archive Room.  

 

The main cost of setting up this Museum has been the purchase of state-of-the-art 

impact-resistant, optic-fibre illuminated, custom-built display cabinets.  This has been 

made possible by very generous donations from the Moorfields Surgeons’ Association 

(MSA) and the Moorfields’ Special Trustees which boosted the financial contributions 

from the MAA and the Joint Library of Ophthalmology. Without this in-house support 

the creation of the Moorfields Museum would not have taken place. The Alumni Joint 

Library and Archive Room was funded almost completely by the MAA and will contain 

important and valuable archival material as well as the Honours Board for the Lifetime 

Achievement Award. None of this would have been possible without the tireless efforts 

of Richard Keeler, the MAA Honorary Archivist, aided by Alan Lacey and the staff of 

the Library and the Institute. The official opening of the complex will take place on 9th of 

December but members are welcome to go and have a look at what has already been 

created.  

 

At the end of October the MAA held a reunion lunch for those who had trained at or 

were on the staff of City Road before 1990. The Medical Society of London in Lettsom 

House, Chandos Street was the venue, there being no place in the Hospital to hold this 

sort of function. The reception and buffet lunch were followed by a most enjoyable and 

informative lecture by Richard Keeler on the history of Moorfields from its creation in 

1805 up to 1948. The guest of honour at the reunion was Redmond Smith and altogether 

38 people were present. Once again the MAA gave a grant, as it did last year for the 

High Holborn Reunion, so that alumni attending the event paid substantially less than 

non-MAA members and it is to be hoped that this type of concession will stimulate more 

people to join the Association. The success of this reunion and the High Holborn one in 

2010 encourages the MAA to continue these events on an annual basis and copies of the 

photographs taken of the assembled groups will be published on its website and 

retained for future reference in the Archive Room.  
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Last year the MAA organised a grant from the Sir Edward Lewis Foundation to support 

annual teaching/training visits to post-graduate centres in certain selected countries in 

Eastern Europe. After a slow start several people volunteered in the early part of 2011 

and the bursary was awarded to Frank Larkin and Gill Adams to undertake a four day 

teaching visit to the 8th Eye Clinic, Kanaker-Zeytun Medical Centre, Yerevan, Armenia in 

October. They will be reporting on their experiences at the AGM and it is to be hoped 

that this initiative will stimulate further interest in running short courses by ophthalmic 

teachers from Moorfields or elsewhere in the UK in Armenia or post-graduate centres in 

some of the other poorer countries of Eastern Europe.  

 

The AGM is due to take place on 27th of January 2012 at the Institute of Child Health. It 

is realised that there may be several members of the MAA who do not wish to come to 

the whole of the scientific meeting for a variety of reasons, but who would like to attend 

for the AGM, the subsequent Medical Director’s Report, the Research Director’s Report 

and the Resident’s Review. The MAA have negotiated an arrangement with the 

organisers of the meeting whereby up to 25 MAA members can attend the meeting from 

tea-time onwards for a substantially reduced fee (£40) and a list of names who wish to 

take up this concession is being drawn up.  

 

These major developments in the history of the MAA have had a big impact on its 

financial situation and there is a need to build up its funds once again so that it can 

continue to serve the wishes of its members and particularly in relationship to the future 

development of the Museum and Archive. Pre-war artefacts related to Moorfields and 

its history need to be collected so that the display is not a static one; and donations of 

rare ophthalmic instruments, memorabilia, books, even Moorfields exotica from MAA 

members are always welcome, and Richard Keeler can be contacted if anything that may 

be of interest is discovered. The MAA is not a charity, nor in the short term it likely to 

be, so that its main source of income continues to be from members’ subscriptions. Our 

mission statement rather pragmatically proclaims that membership is open to ‘all past 

and present Health Care Professionals confirmed as having had, or having, at least a six-month 

contract with the Trust, either honorary or paid, on the payment of an annual subscription’. 

Accordingly the more members the MAA has, the more financially safe it will remain, 

and active recruitment of colleagues to the Association should be the aim of all alumni.  

 

I would like to end by wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and I look forward to 

seeing many of you at the AGM on the 27th of January where, amongst other things, we 

will hear about the new Museum and Archive room, the visit to Yerevan and members 

will also be asked to approve a mechanism for selecting the Lifetime Achievement 

Awards so that more names can eventually be added to that of Alan Bird on our new 

honours board.  

 

Tim ffytche.  
Honorary President. 


