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 It has been a very eventful six months since my last newsletter to the 

Moorfields alumni; a period which ended with two sudden and tragic events 

- the loss of John Lee and of Patrick Holmes Sellors.  Tributes to both these 

unique individuals are now on the MAA website and their contribution to UK 

ophthalmology is acknowledged. John was an enthusiastic supporter of the 

MAA, he was a member of its Management Board and was for many years a 

joint organiser of the Scientific Meeting held each January and housing in its 

programme our AGM. No Residents’ Review that traditionally follows the 

meeting, would be complete without at least one sketch devoted to John’s 

idiosyncrasies and sadly things may never be the same again.   

I would however like to think that amidst this recent bad news there 

are good things to report and there has been a paradigm shift in the activities 

of the MAA and what it strives to provide our membership. 

In the first place there has been a radical change in the way in which 

our finances are run. The Hospital has streamlined the accounts so that they 

are supervised by a designated individual in the Finance Department, and we 

now get quarterly reports of our financial activities. We have altered the date 

our financial year commences to January 1st as this makes it much easier for 

our Honorary Treasurer Stephen King to receive our fully audited accounts in 

time for their presentation to the AGM at the end of each January.  

The series of short articles about the clinical activities in the hospital, 

started in the last newsletter with the informative summary by Wendy 

Franks, our Honorary Secretary, about the Glaucoma Service, will be 

continued with a contribution by Professor David Gartry on the Refractive 

Service. With the twice yearly newsletter we will have a report from one of 

the services within the hospital or from its outreach clinics, and when each of 

the units have summarised their activities we will start the process again. By 

this method alumni will be able to keep up with developments in the hospital 

services and know the names and special interests of those working in them. 

On October 29th a reunion was held for all those who were trained as 

residents or were on the Consultant staff of the High Holborn branch of 

Moorfields before it closed finally in 1988. It was an enjoyable evening of 

unashamed nostalgia attended by 40 people with Ian Duguid and his wife 

Chris, an ex-HH orthoptist, as honorary guests. The event was held at the 

Medical Society of London, Chandos Street and received a grant from the 

MAA towards the hire of the locality and concessions for alumni. The venue 

was chosen because sadly, due to developments on the City Road site, there is 

currently no space within the Hospital to hold an event such as this. One 

hopes that in time a function room similar to the old Board Room will become 



available, but until then future alumni reunions and celebrations will have to 

be held at other venues. We plan to hold further Moorfields reunions on an 

annual basis. 

The most exciting news is that there is a very strong possibility that the 

MAA may be at last able to have a designated area set aside as a 

reading/archive room. The proposed site is within the Institute and the project 

has the full support of the Director, Professor Luthert, and negotiations have 

already reached an advanced stage. The MAA has funds to underwrite the 

expense incurred in creating and furnishing this room and it is hoped that it 

will contain many of the books and documents that make up the history of 

Moorfields, together with displays of instruments and archival material 

which have been collected and sorted by Richard Keeler, our MAA Archivist. 

It is envisaged that the room will have a similar teaching ambience to the 

Oxford Room in the College and be set aside for alumni, thus providing a 

focal point for members coming to the hospital.  This issue of developing a 

function/museum has been raised several times in the past and there have 

been false dawns and disappointments, not because the Hospital Trust has 

been against it, but mainly because of the acute shortage of space and the 

priority rightly given to clinical activity. Hopefully this new plan, which 

should bring much benefit to the Institute as well as to the MAA, will be 

successful and an announcement will be made to alumni as soon as a final 

decision has been made. 

Richard Keeler and Peter Leaver continue to devote much of their time 

to building up a comprehensive Moorfields archive. On their initiative the 

MAA purchased the Moorfields Pathology ledger (1850-1900) which was 

auctioned in Oxford and this large (and very heavy) spring-back volume has 

been restored along with two other ledgers. Peter Leaver has continued his 

mammoth task of cataloguing the contents of the 77 bound volumes of papers 

and pamphlets and anticipates completing this by January 2011. 

One further advantage of MAA membership is the entitlement to apply 

for one of the Sir Edward Lewis Bursaries. These three annual awards of 

£1000 each go towards teaching/training visits to post-graduate centres in  

Eastern Europe and full details of the criteria for these awards are posted on 

the MAA website. Sadly, at the time of writing this newsletter there has been 

no interest shown, but we live in hope. 

I would like to end by wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and I look 

forward to seeing many of you at the AGM on January 28th when, amongst 

things, I will have the pleasure of presenting Professor Alan Bird with the 

MAA’s first Life Achievement Award, and of hearing from him about his 

illustrious career. 

 

Tim ffytche.  

Honorary President. 
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