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At the Moorfields Alumni Association AGM on 27th of January I promised members 

that I would try and reduce the length of my twice-yearly President’s newsletter but 

as these past six months have been quite eventful for the MAA, brevity may have to 

be sacrificed. The AGM was well attended with several members taking up the 

option of joining the meeting at tea-time for a reduced fee (£35) which allowed them 

to participate in the AGM and to listen to the Medical Director’s and the Research 

Director’s Reports as well watch the Residents’ Review. Next year there will be a 

similar scheme with a limit of 15 places available.  The minutes of the AGM have 

already been circulated to members and published on our website and I would like 

to highlight some special points.          

The composition of our MAA Management Committee has altered due to the 

retirement of Stephen King as Honorary Treasurer and his post has been taken by 

Peter McDonnell, and after her five-year term as Honorary Secretary Wendy Franks 

has decided to stand down and Bill Aylward takes her place; Wendy will continue 

on the Committee as Assistant Archivist.  Finally, Graham Duguid joins us to fill the 

vacancy left by Peter McDonnell as one of the non-Moorfields-based members.         

The new Moorfields Museum and the Alumni Joint Library and Archive Room were 

officially opened on the 9th of December and a report of the event can be read on the 

MAA website. Richard Keeler gave an excellent illustrated report on them at the 

AGM and again requested that if the any members had artefacts, books, etc. relating 

to the history of Moorfields he would be happy to receive information about them. 

The Museum has already had many visitors and the Archive Room is still in the 

process of development, its completion being the next MAA target; a significant 

milestone in its evolution will be in July when our Management Committee Meeting 

will be held in it. 

 Frank Larkin and Gill Adams reported on their visit to Yerevan (Armenia) funded 

by the Sir Edward Lewis Foundation where they gave lectures and clinical 

demonstrations on corneal disease and strabismus problems. They stated that there 

was a real need for sub-specialty training in Armenia which could be met by similar 

visits from Moorfields and I strongly recommend that this challenge should be taken 

up as the Foundation bursaries are still available for 2012. Sadly there have been no 

applicants yet this year and this source of funding may be lost to the MAA. 
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The rolling programme of Service Reports continues and Frank Larkin’s contribution 

on the Corneal Service is attached with this newsletter and is already on the website.            

The MAA continues to fund reunions, and on the 28th of June we are holding an 

‘Olympian Reunion’ lunch, again at the Medical Society of London in Chandos 

Street. As it is Diamond Jubilee Year this is for members (and non-members)  born 

on or before 1952 and will feature a showing of Hugh Williams’s DVD  ‘The 

Olympian Ophthalmologist’ together with a short talk by Hugh on how it was made, 

and there will also be a  contribution by Richard Keeler on another Moorfields 

Olympian. At the time of writing there are still a few places left for what should be an 

interesting and convivial event. 

The previous reunion last October for those who trained at City Road was recorded 

in my last newsletter but I would draw your attention to the photograph of those 

present that is published on the MAA website. At each end of the top row stand two 

people who sadly died within a few weeks – Redmond Smith and Peter Fenton, and 

obituaries of them both and also of Chris Earl and Eric Arnott can be read on the 

website. 

 The criteria for selection of the Lifetime Achievement Award have been reviewed by 

David Boase and new guidelines were presented and accepted at the AGM. We will 

soon have an Honours Board in the Archive Room with a cartouche of the MAA 

logo designed and created expertly by Peter Watson, my predecessor as Honorary 

President, and we are arranging for the lettering of the title and the name of the first 

recipient (Alan Bird) to be put on it. Nominations for the next award have already 

been received by the Honorary Secretary and will be discussed at the Management 

Committee Meeting in July. There is still time for further recommendations which should 

be submitted by the end of June.  

 Although this newsletter’s main content has been the highlighting of some of the 

topics that were aired at the AGM we still have several issues that need to be 

addressed including the falling membership (179 paying the annual subscription, 

when we need 200), poor use of the MAA website and the continued problem of 

inexpensive insignia for lady members to equate with members’ ties. 
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Finally, as I listen to the celebrations in the Kings Road for Chelsea’s win in the FA 

Cup, I would like also to pay tribute to all those who make the MAA function as a 

credible organisation, particularly singling out Richard Keeler, Wendy Franks, 

David Boase and, of course, our Administrative Secretary Brenda Aveyard. 

Tim ffytche 

Honorary President. 

 


