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Lalitha Moodaley, a much-loved medical ophthalmologist, died peacefully at 
home on 2nd December 2013 at the age of 56. 
 
Lali (as she was known to all her many friends) was born in Hammersmith on 
2nd July 1957.  Educated at the St. Martin-in-the-Fields High School for Girls, 
Tulse Hill, she began her medical studies at Charing Cross Hospital Medical 
School (now Imperial College School of Medicine) and went on to graduate 
MB BS in 1981.  The eye and its diseases had attracted her interest and she 
decided to study for the Diploma in Ophthalmology, later qualifying also for 
Membership of the Royal College of Ophthalmologists. 
 
The 1980s found Lali working at Moorfields Eye Hospital.  She had made a 
conscious decision to specialize in medical ophthalmology but not in the 
established areas of neuro-ophthalmology, medical retina and diabetes.  
Instead her interest and expertise lay at the surface of the eye and she 
became an expert in the cornea, with keratoconus as a special interest, and in 
contact lenses.  She soon found herself in demand as a speaker at 
ophthalmological and optometric conferences.  Rising to the grade of 
Associate Specialist, she represented her colleagues on the Staff and 
Associate Specialist Ophthalmologists’ (SAS) Group of the Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists.  Ten of her peer-reviewed publications are listed on 
PubMed. 
 
The discovery of breast cancer in December 2008 led to a long and gruelling 
sequence of treatments.  These consumed ever more of her time and in 
November 2012 Lali decided to retire from the staff of Moorfields Eye Hospital.  
At her farewell party she gave an upbeat speech, entirely without notes, in 
which she remembered to mention all of her many colleagues.  It was a happy 
occasion that all who were present will remember whenever they reflect on 
her life. 
 
Lali had an attractive, outgoing personality which often sparkled.  In the 
clinical context she was gentle and humane, communicating with her patients 
in words that they could understand.  If decisions had to be made, the 
alternatives were carefully explained and patients never felt hurried.  When 
she felt she needed advice or confirmation, she did not hesitate to consult 
with her colleagues.  It is not surprising that Lali was admired and respected 
by all members of staff, both professional and non-professional, and by 
patients alike.  They now unite with her friends and family in appreciation of 
her short but full and generous life, and in grieving for her loss. 
 
Roger Buckley 


