
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOORFIELDS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE MAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING –  28th JANUARY 2011 

Held at the Institute of Child Health at 15:40 p.m. 
 
 

PRESENT:- Mr. Tim ffytche  -  Hon. President - in the chair 
   

Mr. David Boase  - Committee Member 
Mr. Dan Ehrlich   Committee Member 
Mr. Declan Flanagan - ex officio 
Miss Wendy Franks  - Hon. Executive Secretary 
Prof. David Gartry  - Committee Member 
Mr. Richard Keeler  - Hospital Archivist 
Mr. Stephen King  - Hon. Treasurer 

                   Mr. Peter Leaver   Committee Member 
  Mr. Peter McDonnell  - Committee Member 

Mrs Ann McIntyre  - Committee Member 
Mr. Paul Sullivan  - ex officio 

       
  Mrs. Brenda M. Aveyard - In attendance. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Miss Michèle Beaconsfield, Peter Leaver and Mr. 
John Pelly. 

 
2.  MINUTES OF AGM 29TH OF JANUARY 2010 
 Minutes of the MAA Annual General Meeting held on the 29th January 2010 

were submitted and approved as a correct record. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
 These were dealt with in the President’s address. 
 
4. The Meeting opened with the President’s address. Mr. Tim ffytche reminded 

MAA Members that this was the 8th Annual General Meeting of the Alumni 
Association and the 32nd Meeting of the Scientific Alumni Meeting. The aim of 
the Association is to encourage and support the spirit of community of past 
and present Health Care Professionals working for Moorfields Eye Hospital 
Foundation Trust. The spirit of our community is to share successes and 
losses together and the losses this year have been profound. 

  
 The first was the loss of Mr. John Lee (who was a stalwart supporter of the 

Moorfields Alumni Association) and the second the loss of Sir Patrick Holmes 
Sellors. 
 
The President asked for a minute’s silence in memory of both our colleagues. 
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The President reminded Alumni that Membership of the MAA is open to all 
Ophthalmic Health Care Professionals who have held a contract with the Trust 
for at least six months. 
 
The annual subscription is £25 and has not increased since the formation of 
the Association.  We encourage members to pay by Standing Order Mandate 
and the fee is unlikely to be increased for the next few years. 
 
Management Committee Matters 
 
The loss of Mr. John Lee had resulted in a vacancy on the MAA Management 
Committee.  
 
Miss Ann McIntire agreed after completing her term of office to remain on the 
Committee for another three years. 
 
Mr. Dan Ehrlich stepped down from the Management Committee after today’s 
meeting.  Mr. ffytche thanked him for his help during his term of office.   
 
The membership was asked if they agreed to the following Committee 
changes: Mr. Bill Aylward to replace Mr. John Lee, Miss Ann McIntire to 
continue in office and for Professor Geoff Woodward to replace Mr. Dan 
Ehrlich.  A show of hands by the Alumni present unanimously agreed to these 
changes. 
 
In addition to fostering a ‘spirit of community’ the MAA’s objectives fall into 
three categories – these are Communication, Information and Education.   
 
Communication: We endeavour to maintain an up-to-date electronic 
address book and the President urged members to let us know if they change 
their e-mail address. The MAA has a website and members were asked to 
look at it to read Tony Moore’s excellent obituary on John Lee. The minutes of 
the last MAA Committee Meeting are also available on the website. 

  
 Information: Reports about the Glaucoma and Refractive Surgery Services 

have been posted in the website. The President asked the membership which 
service would they like reported next and a majority of the membership asked 
for the Strabismus Service and this will be featured with the next newsletter. 

 
 There have been 452 hits to the website in January and it was recommended 

that members check the website regularly for announcements about grants 
and reunions. 
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 Education: The educational and social components of the Alumni Scientific 

Meeting are well established. In addition, featured in the Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists’ News and the Moorfields’ website, was the offer of a grant 
of £1K for an Alumnus to teach and train in an Eastern European Country.  
Unfortunately there had so far not been any expressions of interest and the 
President hoped there would be somebody in the audience with a spirit of 
adventure to take up the challenge. Armenia was suggested as a possible 
location. 

 
 Social events: The President reported that the High Holborn Reunion had 

been a great success. MAA members were given a concession to participate 
and he reminded members of other benefits to MAA membership such as a 
concession to attend the annual Alumni Scientific Meeting.  

 
 Because the Reunion had been a great success the President proposed to 

hold a reunion in autumn 2011 for people who were consultants and residents 
at City Road before 1990. A maximum of 60 will be able to attend and an 
announcement would be made on the MAA website and in the College News 
later in the year. 

 
5.       HON. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 Mr. Stephen King, the Hon. Treasurer presented the accounts which had been 

audited independently by a colleague at the Royal Free Hospital. He reported 
that most of the MAA funds arise from subscriptions e.g., payments from the 
Moorfields history books, ties and bow ties.  Details of the expenditure for 
supporting the High Holborn Reunion and Administrative Secretary fees were 
outlined.  

 
 A donation of £1,000 had been received from a visit by European doctors who 

attended lectures on the History of Moorfields presented by Mr. Richard 
Keeler and Miss Wendy Franks. 

 
 The Treasurer expressed thanks to Mr. Stephen Dunham of Moorfields’ 

Finance Department who had helped enormously throughout the year 
ensuring our financial statements were in order. 

 
 The audited MAA accounts for the year ending December 2010 were accepted 

unanimously by the Members present. 
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6.       REPORT FROM THE HOSPITAL ARCHIVIST 

  Mr. Richard Keeler reported that there had been several completed projects. 
The pictures from the old boardroom had been restored and are hanging on 
the walls at the Royal College of Ophthalmologists.  

 
He had been successful in buying Lot 106 from Blackwell’s of Oxford, which 
contained a treasure-trove of letters, glass slides and most importantly the 
Moorfields pathology ledger of the 19th century. 

 
 Mr. Peter Leaver had finished cataloguing our collection of pamphlets and 450 

photographs that were used for Duke-Elder’s system of ophthalmology have 
been scanned.  

 
   An original copy of John Cunningham Saunders, the founder of Moorfields, 

completed and added to by Dr. John Farre on The Treaties of the Eye was 
found in the archive and also an original water colour of the second branch of 
Moorfields had also been found. 

 
In 2011 our main project is to work with the Institute Library to set up a 
Moorfields’ archive room in the joint library of the Institute of Ophthalmology. 
There will also be an archive for the history of ophthalmology, particularly 
British Ophthalmology.  Mr. Keeler paid a particular tribute to Debbie Heatlie, 
Institute Librarian who was extremely supportive of the project and had been 
very helpful. 

 
Another project planned for 2011 is to catalogue the photograph collection of 
famous past Ophthalmologists.  Probably the hardest project however will be 
to conserve the catalogue of the watercolours. 

 
7. LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

This is an award presented to an Alumnus who has made a significant 
contribution to Ophthalmology and the first recipient was Professor Alan Bird. 
 
The award will not be given regularly and the bar has purposely been set very 
high. If any MAA Members wish to nominate another recipient, nominations 
for each year should be sent in before the next Management Committee 
Meeting normally scheduled for July. 
 
The award was made last year but as Professor Bird was unable to attend last 
January’s Alumni Meeting it was deferred until this year. 
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In his address Professor Bird told Members that the award had great meaning 
for him as it was given to him by people he had worked with for many years. 
He talked about his life’s work and thanked all those colleagues that had 
helped him throughout his career.  It was a characteristically generous tribute 
from a worthy recipient of this first award. 
 
The President gave a vote of thanks to Professor Bird on behalf of the 
Members of the MAA and presented him with a pair of cufflinks with the 
Moorfields crest and a scroll commemorating the event. He also announced 
that an official MAA Life Achievement Honour’s Board would be erected in the 
new archive room of the Institute of Ophthalmology and that Professor Bird’s 
name would be the first to be inscribed on it – an encouragement to alumni in 
the future. 
 
Mr. ffytche closed this section of the AGM with special thanks to Members of 
the MAA Management Committee, particularly to Miss Wendy Franks, the 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Richard Keeler, our Archivist and Miss Rebecca Fairbairn 
our Communications Officer. He then announced that it was the 
recommendation of the Committee that Mrs. Brenda Aveyard, our 
Administrative Secretary, should be made an honorary member of the MAA.  
This suggestion was greeted with unanimous approval and applause. 
 

8. REPORT FROM THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
Mr. Declan Flanagan gave an amusing account of his previous year in office.  
 
There had been a record of nine new consultant appointments, as 
detailed below:- 
Miss Dhanes Thomas, Medical Retina and Uveitis 
City Road and St. George’s Hospital. 
 
Miss Winnie Nolan, Glaucoma 
City Road and St. George’s Hospital. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Clarke, Glaucoma 
City Road and Mile End Hospital. 
 
Mr. Nadeem Ali, Neuro-ophthalmology and Strabismus 
City Road and St. George’s Hospital. 
Nadeem will also play a critical role in student training. 
 
Mr. Hemanshu Patel – Paediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus 
With a special interest in Retinopathy of Prematurity screening. 
City Road, Homerton and The Royal London Hospitals. 
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Professor Peter Shah  
Appointed for a multidisciplinary role in Ophthalmology Education. 
 
Sedipeh McDermott 
Appointed to the Institute of Ophthalmology as an Ophthalmic Pathologist. 
 
Mr. Flanagan announced that the new Residents’ Mess had finally been 
completed. 
 
Five new Outreach Clinics had been opened, these are:- 
Princess Alexandra Hospital, Harlow. 
Nightingale Care Home, Clapham. 
Queen Mary Hospital, Roehampton. 
Bridge Lane Medical Centre, Battersea. 
Teddington Health Centre, Teddington.  

 
Patients seen and treated during the 2010/2011 
347,946 outpatient attendances 
79,917 A. & E. attendances 
27,709 admissions 
10,000 injections for age-related macular degeneration 
9.826 laser procedures (5% of these procedures were carried out in outreach 
facilities). 

 
Moorfields Eye Hospital, Dubai, is now making a small profit. There are five 
sub-specialty consultants who are treating 10,000 patients per year and 
carrying out about 1,000 operations. 

 
Work is still continuing on an Eye Unit and Training Centre in Accra, Ghana. 
Last year Mr. Paul Sullivan, Director of Education and other consultant staff 
members went to the Training Centre and will report on further progress. 

 
Our City Road hospital building has become increasingly difficult to maintain 
and a search is proceeding to find alternative accommodation for a new 
hospital.  No decisions have yet been made to go to a new site or remain at 
City Road and somehow provide services while a rebuild continues. 

 
Mr. Flanagan told Alumni that within the next few months plans would be 
developed sufficiently enough to have a design for a new building somewhere 
in Central London to open in 2017. 
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    The Medical Director requested everyone present to look at a survey that he 

would be sending out within the next few days to give their views about the 
future of the Alumni Meeting so that it would remain relevant to the audience. 
He then concluded his report with a hilarious video about surgical check lists. 

 
9.      ANY OTHER BUSINESS AND DIARY DATES OF MEETINGS:- 
 

MAA Management Committee     -     14th July 2011  
Annual General Meeting          -     27th January 2012 

 
 
 

n.b. Professor Peng Khaw presented his report on behalf of the Institute of 
Ophthalmology and awarded the Moorfields’ Research Medal to Mr. Praveen Patel. 
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