
 

MOORFIELDS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING –  30

TH
 JANUARY 2009 

Held at the Institute of Child Health at 15:40 p.m. 
 
 

PRESENT:- Mr. Peter Watson  -  Hon. President - in the chair 
   

Mr. Bill Aylward  - ex officio 
Miss Michèle Beaconsfield - ex officio 
Mr. Tim ffytche  - Committee Member 
Miss Wendy Franks  - Hon. Executive Secretary   
Mr. Richard Keeler  - ex officio 
Mr. Stephen King  - Hon. Treasurer 
Mr. John Lee   - ex officio 
Miss Margaret Leigh  - Committee Member 
Mrs Ann McIntyre  - Committee Member 
Mr. John Pelly  - ex officio 
Mr. Paul Sullivan  - ex officio 

       
  Mrs. Brenda M. Aveyard - In attendance. 
 
1.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from the following Members of the Management 
Committee:- Mr. Anthony Atkinson, Mr. Peter Leaver. 
 

2.       WELCOME 
 The Chairman welcomed Miss Michèle Beaconsfield as an ex officio member 

of the Committee. 
  
3.       MINUTES OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 14th August               

2008__________________________________________________  
     Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on the 14th August 2008 

were submitted and approved as a correct record. 
  
4.       MATTERS ARISING  

i. Annual Research Medal 
Miss Franks presented the case to the meeting for the Alumni 
Association to take over the award of the research medal. Opinions 
were canvassed as to whether a grant should go along with the medal. 
The sum of £250 was felt to be insufficient by Alumni Members and 
there was an overwhelming vote for a sum of £500. This is the level of 
the current award and Alumni Members voted unanimously for this to 
be maintained.  
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ii. Lifetime Outstanding Achievement Award 
Miss Franks asked the Alumni for their views as to whether it would be 
the members wish to offer a Lifetime Achievement Award and whether 
this should be to an Alumnus or to any person who had made a 
significant contribution to ophthalmology. 
 
A show of hands was taken and there was unanimous agreement that 
an award should be offered.  
 
A second show of hands was taken as to whether the recipient should 
be an alumnus or a person who had made a significant contribution to 
ophthalmology. An overwhelming majority approved that the award 
should go to an alumnus with 3 dissenting. 
 

5. INSIGNIA  
         Mrs. Ann McIntyre thanked the members for their marvellous response in 

buying so many of the Alumni Ties at the meeting.  There had been interest 
in producing a MAA Correspondence Card and paper votes had been taken as 
to the best design.   

 
 Professor Khaw presented Muriel Rolf with a bottle of wine for winning the 

draw.  
 
 Mrs. McIntyre also thanked members for their proposed design of cufflinks 

and will take their ideas back to the jeweller for a re-design.  She hopes that 
eventually a broach might be available for female members of the Alumni. 

 
6. UPDATE ON ARTEFACTS  
 Mr. Richard Keeler updated members on the progress he and Mr. Peter 

Leaver had made in examining the archives.  These are held in a locked room 
in the library of the institute of Ophthalmology. 

 
 The collection remains largely unsorted, has not been catalogued and not 

conserved. There are over 2000 printed items, 25 bundles of Edward 
Nettleship’s papers and a large number of pamphlets, some of which date 
from as far back as the 16th century. Most importantly, there is a very large 
collection of exquisite watercolour paintings dating back to 1820, used to 
illustrate early textbooks and atlases describing eye diseases. There are also 
at least 400 Tarrant paintings and 800 original photographs used by Sir 
Stewart Duke-Elder when compiling his Textbook and System of 
Ophthalmology.  

 
Mr. Keeler asked members of the MAA who have any such paintings or other 
memorabilia in their possession, if they would consider donating these to the 
archive collection.  
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Application has been made to the Wellcome Trust for funds to catalogue and 
conserve the collection, a project that could take two years and be very 
expensive. The Trust has indicated its willingness to fund a pilot study in the 
first instance, to “scope” the collection as to its size and likely costs involved. 
The Trust also accepted our preliminary application for funding to carry out 
the cataloguing and conservation project.   
 
The archivists are in the process of acquiring the support of a medical 
historian with knowledge of ophthalmology, to bolster the final application to 
the Wellcome Trust.  

 
7.       OBITUARY  
            The President reported the deaths of Mr. Desmond Greaves and Professor 

David Hill and he delivered a eulogy to both men recalling their tremendous 
achievements and contributions to Moorfields and ophthalmology in general. 
A minute’s silence was held to remember them both. 

 
8.       HON. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
            Mr. Peter Watson expressed the frustration of the Association’s inability to 

take forward the project for the Hospital Exhibition Centre/Museum.  Events 
had overtaken the project and it is likely now to be delayed until the problems 
with the Children’s Hospital have been overcome. 

 
 He reported that the Membership had now reached 290 and there had been 

much interest in the website. He expressed his pleasure that John Lee and 
Michèle Beaconsfield had joined the Moorfields Alumni Association Committee 
and welcomed the closer relationship this would forge between the Annual 
Meeting and the Association. 
 
He congratulated Mr. Keeler and Mr. Leaver on the excellent progress they 
had made with the archives.  

 
 Thanks were extended to Miss Franks and Ms. Aveyard for all the work they 

had done for the Association over the year.  
 
 The Chairman announced that a new President would be elected this year 

and asked for nominations to be sent to Miss Franks via Ms. Aveyard. The 
changeover of Hon. President will be carried out at next year’s Alumni 
Meeting.  

 
9.       TREASURER’S REPORT  

     Mr. Stephen King presented the financial statement. He reported that at the 
beginning of the year the Association had £13,000 in the bank and thanks to 
subscriptions and sales from books and ties £11,500 was received into the 
account so that the MAA ended the year with a healthy balance of £20,500 in 
its accounts.  
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10.     MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

Mr. Aylward gave an in-depth report on the status of Moorfields. A few salient 
points are listed below:- 

  
Several senior members of the management team left the Hospital 
during the past year:-  
 

Sir Thomas Boyd-Carpenter is now retired and has been replaced as Chairman 
of the Board by Mr. Rudy Markham (formerly Chief Finance Officer at 
Unilever). 
 

Ian Balmer (House Governor) has moved to take up the post of CEO at the 
RSM and has been replaced by Mr. John Pelly.  
  
Ian Knott (Treasurer) has retired and been replaced as non-executive Finance 
Director by Mr. Ian Hollows.   

  
 Changes to the senior medical staff are as follows:- 
 
 Professor Peng Khaw has taken over from Professor Roger Hitchings as 

Director of Research. 
 
 Mr. Robert MacLaren has moved to Oxford as Professor and Vitreoretinal 

Surgeon. 
 
 Several New Consultant Appointments to MEH have been made:- 
 
 Miss Claire Daniel -  Casualty and Oculoplastics 
 Mr. Gus Gazzard – Glaucoma Service 
 Mr. Robin Hamilton – Medical Retina 
 Mr. Brian Little – Cataract Service and Education Department 
 Mr. Aries Lobo – Medical Retina at Bedford Outreach Unit 
 Mr. Mandeep Sagoo – Medical Retina and Oncology 
 Mr. Simon Woodruff – Oculoplastics at Bedford Outreach Unit. 

 
MEH has made a marked improvement in several areas and has recovered its 
green rating, with financial risk rate of 4 (top score 5). The Hospital 
successfully passed its hygiene inspection for the second time. MEH was rated 
among the top 100 employers in the country, the only hospital to be listed in 
this category. 

  
The proposed partnership with UCL as an Academic Health Science Centre is 
an exciting new project. 
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The Manufacturing Pharmacy is now doing well financially due especially to 
sales of Avastin. 
 
The Bedford Unit is doing well and now has a full range of outpatient services. 

  
11.     ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

     There was no other business. 

 

12.    DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
         The Management Committee Meeting will be held on the 11th of June 2009. 

MAA Annual General Meeting is scheduled for 29th January 2010 at the 
Institute of Child Health. 
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